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ABSTRACT

In this research, the researcher has compiled documents from Buddhist scriptures,
commentaries and sub-commentaries, books, legal articles and documents, and also
theories from academic textbooks and related research works. The objectives are to study
the problem of the appropriateness of laws regarding the punishment of monks engaging in
sexual intercourse with the consent of the other party and to compare the legislation on
sexual intercourse with the consent of the other party among monks in Thailand and other
countries. Additionally, the research aims to examine Thai laws related to monastic
discipline concerning sexual intercourse. The study found that alternative measures to
prevent the problem of sexual intercourse among monks had been proposed, which is not
prosecuting monks who have sexual intercourse. The reason is that punishment for offenses
according to the monastic discipline should be the responsibility of the Sangha, and the
state should not interfere. However, the researcher believes that since the state has a duty
to maintain public order and the good moral conduct of the people and also to prevent the
undermining of the Buddhist religion, if there are criminal penalties, it would create fear of
violating monastic discipline. Therefore, it is suggested that criminal proceedings be initiated
against monks who violate monastic discipline, in cases of engaging in sexual intercourse
which are considered a grave offense, in order to suppress the wrongdoing. Monks are one
of the four Buddhist communities who play important roles in preserving and perpetuating
Buddhism in the present era. Monks must also adhere to the principles of Buddhism
teachings, focusing on the three principles of learning, practice, studying the Scripture, and
attaining enlightenment, in order to lead a happy and enlightened life. It is particularly
important for monks to follow the framework of monastic discipline. In Buddhism,
Vinayadhara were praised by the Buddha himself as, Phra Upali Thera and Phra Patacara

Theri, the ones who exemplified the practice of monastic discipline. Therefore, Buddhist



monks and nuns have a crucial role in upholding and perpetuating the monastic community,
as they are the symbol of Theravada because of their strict adherence to monastic discipline

up to the present day.

Keywords: Sexual intercourse, Monks engaging in sexual intercourse, Criminal offense
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