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Thesis Title DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION
SKILLS AND CULTURAL AWARENESS BY USING CONTENT
AND LANGUAGE INTEGRATED LEARNING FOR
MATTAYOMSUKSA 4 STUDENTS

Author Thanaporn Nutim
Thesis Advisor Dr. Sudkanung Naruponjirakul
Department Curriculum and Instruction
Academic Year 2022

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) compare English reading comprehension skills of
Mathayomsuksa 4 students before and after learning through Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL), 2) compare English reading comprehension skills of Mathayomsuksa 4 students
after learning through CLIL with a criterion of 70 percent, and 3) study cultural awareness of
Mathayomsuksa 4 students. The samples in this research were 39 Mathayomsuksa 4 students from
Suankularbwittayalai Nonthaburi School studying in the second semester of the academic year
2021, which were obtained by a multistage sampling method. The research instruments consisted
of 1) English reading comprehension lesson plans using CLIL, 2) the English reading
comprehension test, and 3) the cultural awareness self-assessment questionnaire. The statistics used
to analyze data were mean scores, standard deviation, and t-test.

The results were as follows: 1) The English reading comprehension skills of
Mathayomsuksa 4 students after learning through CLIL were found higher than the pretest scores
at a statistical significance level of .05, 2) when compared with a criterion of 70 percent, the English
reading comprehension skills of Mathayomsuksa 4 students after learning through CLIL were not

significantly different, and 3) cultural awareness of Mathayomsuksa 4 students was at a high level.

Keywords: English reading comprehension skills, Cultural awareness, Content and Language

Integrated Learning
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- Have you ever been to a foreign country?

- Have you ever found some situations or actions that were really different

from Thailand?

- What is culture shock?

- Have you experienced culture shock before?

- Give some words or phrases that are related to culture shock.
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Tuasuazuuuinia
A
1994 Culture Shock
Reading Comprehension | Culture Shock Experiences

Culture shock can be a daunting experience. It might cause depressive and anxious symptoms, but
it might also be an enriching experience as it allows you to become aware of how diverse the
cultures of the world are and as a result leads one to develop tolerance towards the differences
between the different countries. Besides, culture shock provides you with the opportunity to gain a
better understanding of your own cultural awareness, standing back from yourself and becoming

aware of your own cultural, values, beliefs, and perceptions.
Culture shock experiences

The following are examples of culture shock experiences, reported by travelers around the world.

Eating with hands

"I’m the kind of person who eats a pizza and sometimes even a sandwich with cutlery. So, using
nothing more than my fingers and some chapati to eat curry took some getting used to." Jo

Fitzsimons
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Not Speaking the Japanese language

"I didn't speak any Japanese. I took some lessons at my exchange university and picked up a few
basic phrases, but with a completely different alphabet, it can be tricky to get around places and
buy items. Japan is quite rare in that hardly anybody actually speaks any English, so a lot of

interpretive sign language was required." Kevin Seidler

Not knowing about the amazing advantages of the product return policy in the USA

"None of my friends back in India believed me when I told them that you can literally buy anything,
including food, and return it within ninety days for a full refund even if you don't have a specific
reason for doing so. Most stores actually have a 'Buyer's Remorse' category under Reason for

Return options while returning the product." Aniruddh Chaturvedi

Not knowing about 'small talk' in the UK

"You would think that Poland (the country that I’m from) and the UK shouldn’t be very different
when it comes to the culture, I couldn’t be more wrong. Where do I start? For example —“small
talk”. It just doesn't exist in Poland. We do not talk to strangers and ask them what they have for
dinner. Why would you even want to know that? I remember how surprised I was, when whilst
shopping, I was approached by the shop assistant and asked about my personal life and plans for

the evening." Aga

Source: https://www.myenglishpages.com/english/reading-culture-shock-experiences.php

Exercise A

Directions:

®  Scan the text and underline the words that you do not know the meaning (at least 10
words).

® [ ook up the meaning of each word from https://dictionary.cambridge.org/

® Discuss with your team members and select the correct meaning of each word. Then

write down the meaning in the space provided.


https://www.myenglishpages.com/english/reading-culture-shock-experiences.php
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/

108

Example: Culture (noun) - the customs, arts, social institutions, and achievements of a

particular nation, people, or other social group.

1. Word:
Meaning:
2. Word:
Meaning:
3. Word:
Meaning:
4. Word:
Meaning:

5. Word:
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Meaning:

6. Word:

Meaning:

7. Word:

Meaning:

8. Word:

Meaning:

9. Word:

Meaning:

10. Word:
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Meaning:

Exercise B

Directions:

® Read the text carefully.
® Answer the following questions.

1. What are the causes of culture shock?

2. List the advantages of culture shock.

3. How does Jo Fitzsimons face with culture shock?

4. What difficulties did Kevin Seidler find while living in Japan?

5. What is the product return policy in the USA?

6. Which country does Ago come from?
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7.  What do the Polish people think about a small talk?

Exercise C

Directions:

® With you team members, discuss the differences between Thai culture and international

culture mentioned below.
® You can search for more information from the websites.

® Write your ideas in the T-Chart given.

International Culture Thai Culture

In China, people spit in public places. It is | Majority of Thai people do not spit in public

Chinese cultural habit. places as we are concerned about politeness.

In India,

In Japan,

In the USA,

In the UK,




Exercise D

Directions:

112

® Read the text again.

® Find the main ideas of each paragraph.

® Summarize the main points of the text in your own words.

Answers:

Exercise B

1. Culture shock can cause depressive and anxious symptoms.

2. It allows you to become aware of how diverse the cultures of the world are, leads one
to develop tolerance towards the differences between the different countries,
provides you with the opportunity to gain a better understanding of your own cultural
awareness, standing back from yourself and becoming aware of your own cultural,
values, beliefs, and perceptions.

3. Eating by using fingers instead of cutlery.

4. Language problems.

5. Ttis when you buy anything, including food, and return it within ninety days for a
full refund even if you don't have a specific reason.

6. Poland.

7. People in the UK use small talk while they do not in Poland.
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International Culture

Thai Culture

In China, people spit in public places. It is

Chinese cultural habit.

Majority of Thai people do not spit in
public places as we are concerned about

politeness.

In India, Use fingers to eat with some

menus such as chapati with curry.

Majority of Thai people do not spit in
public places as we are concerned about

politeness.

In Japan, Japanese people do not speak

much English.

We use cutlery to eat.

In the USA, With the product return policy,
you can return things you bought and get a
full refund even if you do not have any

reasons.

Thai people do not speak much English

either.

In the UK, Small talk with strangers is so

common in the UK.

Thai people do not have much small talk

with others.
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Direction: Read the passage given below and answer the questions.

Passage 1

Fire and snow always go well and the Nozawa Onsen Fire Festival, Nozawa Onsen Dosojin
Matsuri (or FFRERODERHEY in Japanese), exemplifies this as one of the three great fire
festivals in Japan. The old roads that run like rivers between mountain towns in Japan are dotted
with gods. Known as dosojin, they are deities of roads and borders with their stone statues usually
enshrined at village borders. Dosojin are good gods for the foreign traveller. It takes roughly one
hundred villagers to build the shrine for the Nozawa Fire Festival. The trees are cut down in October
and brought down from the mountain and through the village on January 13th prior to being made
into a huge wooden structure or shaden. After the shaden has been constructed, the priest from
Kosuge shrine performs a ceremony endowing it with a dosojin. The highlight on January 15th is
a “fire-setting battle” which ends up with the setting fire of the shaden with blazing torches by the
offensive team and the offering of torches to the deity, making the festival truly spectacular and
exciting. The entire festival is quite lengthy and can take up to four hours from the beginning to the
end. Some observers gather just for the main attraction which is the battle between the guards and
the torch bearing villagers. Add liberal servings of saké to all of the above and you’re sure to go
home buzzing after seeing quite a spectacle — and maybe a bit scorched from the flames (don’t wear
your new down jacket). This famous Japanese festival is nationally designated as an important
intangible folk cultural property. It originally began as an invocation for a good harvest, health and
good fortune in the coming year, but has been expanded to include a good ski season as well. Taking
place on January 15th every year, the festival is staged by men aged 42 and 25 (so-called “unlucky
ages”) to celebrate the birth of a family’s first child, to dispel evil spirits and also to pray for happy
marriage. If you want to see more detailed background information on the Nozawa Fire Festival

check this excellent local perspective.



What does the word ‘exemplifies’
mean?

a. to provide an exceptional

b. to free from an obligation or
liability

c. to free from an obligation or
liability

d. to show or illustrate by example
The word ‘spectacular’ is closet in
meaning to:

a. historical

b. pleasant

c. marvelous

d. unimpressive

When is the Nozawa Onsen Fire
Festival taken place?

a. Around January 15th

b. On January 15" every year

c. In October to December every
year

d. In October every year

What is the duty of the priest from
Kosuge shrine in the festival?

a. Brought the cut trees down from
the mountain and through the
village

b. Bless men aged 42 and 25 (so-

called “unlucky ages”)
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c. Performs a ceremony endowing it
with a dosojin

d. Set the fire of the shaden with
blazing torches

What is NOT the purpose of the
Nozawa Onsen Fire Festival?

a. To celebrate the birth of first
child

b. To chase away evil spirits

c. To pray for happy marriage

d. To thank the god for good luck
Which of the following statements
is NOT correct?

a. The Nozawa Onsen Fire Festival
is considered as Japan’s national
folk cultural property.

b. The entire festival is quite short
which takes only forty minutes
from the beginning to the end.

c. A fire-setting battle ends up with
the setting fire of the shaden with
blazing torches by the offensive
team and the offering of torches to
the deity.

d. The trees are cut down and
brought down from the mountain

and through the village to being



made into a huge wooden structure
or shaden.

What does the writer recommend
the travelers to do?

a. Prepare clean clothes for the
festival

b. Wash up before entering the
festival

c. Do not wear new clothes

d. All of the above.
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a. The Nozawa Onsen Fire festival
is one of the great fire festivals in
Japan.

b. The Nozawa Onsen Fire festival
is truly spectacular and exciting.

c. The Nozawa Onsen Fire festival
is nationally designated as an
important intangible folk cultural
property.

d. The Nozawa Onsen Fire festival

8. What is the main idea of this is to celebrate the birth of a family’s
passage? first child, to dispel evil spirits and

also to pray for happy marriage.

Studying in a foreign country can be exciting. It can be difficult too, especially if the
culture is very different from your own. However, there are often surprises, even if the culture is
very similar. When Megan, a British student, first arrived here in the United States she knew that
Americans ate their food with a knife and fork. ‘But they don’t use the knife and fork like we do,’
says Megan. ‘In Britain we eat with the fork in the left hand and the knife in the right hand. Whereas
Americans often just use a fork in the right hand.” Megan is also surprised that Americans tip a lot
more than the British do. “We never tip a waiter just for a cup of coffee, but Americans tip 15 per
cent. The accents can be so different, too! I'm slowly getting used to everything.” For students who
come here from more different backgrounds, settling in can take longer. Kit-ken, a student who
came from Taiwan only a few months ago, told us “When I first arrived everything was new and
exciting. I really liked the differences between here and home. I was happy to be in a new country.
Now, though, I miss my family and friends and feel a bit lonely. Sometimes I’m confused about
what to do. There are still lots of things that I like, but now there are more things I dislike. I feel
really homesick!” For advice we turned to some students who now have few problems about being

a student here. Seydou arrived from Senegal two years ago. He told us ‘Kit-ken shouldn’t worry,
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this is perfectly normal. I felt exactly the same as she did. I didn’t understand the culture and my
English wasn’t improving, either.” Seydou realised this was because all his friends were from his
own country. ‘So I decided to get to know some North American students, and other international
students. I went to the student union where there are a lot of different clubs. There are sports clubs,
dance clubs, clubs for people who have the same religion, clubs for people who want to find out

more about something — there are loads!

9. Which answer does best describe 11. Which country does Megan come
‘foreign country’? from?
a. Something or someone that is a. USA
foreign comes from or relates to a b. UK

country that is not your own.

b. The place where someone was

c. Australia

d. New Zealand

born and grown up. 12. How does American use utensils

c. The citizenship country of different from British?

oneself. a. Americans use a knife in their

d. The country where an individual right hand and a fork in left hand.

wish to be. b. Americans use a fork in the right
10. What does the word ‘homesick’ hand.

mean? c. Americans use a spoon and a

a. showing or expressing joy, as fork.

looks, actions, or speech d. Americans do not use a fork and

b. sad or depressed from a longing a knife.

for home or family while away 13. What is NOT true about British

from them for a long time

c. expressing or actuated by
gratitude

d. affected with ill health, disease,

or illness

according to Megan?

a. British tip a lot more than
Americans do.

b. The accents of British and

American are different.



c. British use fork in the left hand

and knife in the right hand.
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c. He reached out to the school to

transfer him back.

d. Aand C. d. He read books and watched tv.
14. Who is from Taiwan? 16. What is the main idea of this
a. Megan passage?
b. Seydou a. People who come from different
c. Kitten country have different backgrounds.
d. Senegal b. Studying in a foreign country can
15. What did Seydou do when he be exciting and difficult.
struggled with homesick? c. There is always a way to deal
a. He stayed at his room and met no with homesick.
one. d. Meeting new friends can help
b. He made new friends and join you adjust in new country.
different clubs.
New Year

In China, people eat eight, ten or twelve dishes of food at New Year. This is because an even
number means double the Iuck. A lot of the food at New Year has a special meaning. Seaweed
means good luck and long noodles mean long life. They eat whole vegetables and don’t use knives

to cut things, because this means the end of your good luck.

In Russia, there is lots of food on the table so the next year will be happy and plentiful. At 11.59
people open champagne and wait for the clock to strike twelve. Then they make a toast for the New
Year. They wish everybody good luck and happiness. In Spain people eat twelve grapes — one with
each chime of the clock at midnight. This brings good luck for the next twelve months. But it is
difficult to eat twelve grapes in twelve seconds, so people usually have a mouth full of grapes at

the end!
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Weddings

Italians eat doughnuts in the shape of bowties for good luck. They also eat sugared almonds when
they hope for a baby. Many years ago in Britain the father of the bride gave the groom ‘honey
mead’ (a honey drink) for a whole month. In this way the couple had a month of sweetness and
happiness. We have now changed the word to ‘honeymoon’ — the holiday a couple goes on after

their wedding.

Birthdays

When a child is born in China, the father gives red eggs to his friends and family — an even number
for a girl and an odd number for a boy. The birthday party started in Europe in the Middle Ages.
People were afraid of ghosts and bad spirits on their birthdays. Friends and family came to visit
you with presents to stop them. In Mexico people fill a paper animal with sweets. Children close

their eyes and hit the animal until the sweets fall out. Then everybody eats the sweets.

17. What does the word ‘plentiful’ 19. Which country do they celebrate
mean? New Year’s by eating twelve
a. empty grapes?
b. fertile a. China
c. healthy b. Russia
d. successful c. India

18. What is the definition of the word d. Mexico
‘mead’? 20. How did the word ‘honeymoon’
a. a honey purely from the bees come from?
b. a fermented beverage made of a. sugared almonds for the bride
water and honey and the groom
c. a drink when mixing honey with b. the holidays a couple goes on
water after the wedding

d. None of the above.
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c. a honey drink to drink in the d. The birthday party originally

wedding for the sweetness and began in Europe in the Middle

happiness Ages.

d. the date of the wedding day 22. According to the passage, what is
21. According to the passage, which of correct?

the following statements is NOT a. Seaweed means healthy.

true? b. Long noodles mean long life.

a. When a child is born, people in c. Even numbers mean bad luck.

China give an even number of red d. Honey mead for baby new born

eggs for a girl and an odd number 23. What is the purpose of the writer?

for a boy. a. To inform

b. There is only one main dish of b. To persuade

food in China at New Year’s. c. To convince

c. People in Russia celebrate New d. To entertain

Year’s by toasting a champagne

when the clock strike at twelve.

What is cultural awareness and why is it important?

What is classed as normal behaviour in one culture can sometimes be unsuitable, unacceptable, or
even offensive in another. We’re all different and we all have different beliefs and ways of doing

things. Understanding this is what cultural awareness is all about.

Cultural awareness can begin by holding up a mirror. We need to take a long, hard look at
ourselves. What makes us the way we are? Well, there’s history, religion, tradition, education, and
our parents. These are all good things. But do any of them make us better than others? No. Not

better, but different.
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It’s easy to understand why we start off believing that our culture is better than any other. In fact,

some argue that it’s necessary in order to survive. As children, we typically build our view of the

world from our family and the place we grow up. However, as we get older our understanding of

the world grows with us.

In the past, many people never left the comfort of their own town or district. They could all spend

their days happily believing that the life they knew was the best, that their way of doing things was

the right way, and not imagining or caring what others might think. Today’s world isn’t like that

though. We do business with people from different cultures, we sell each other products and ideas,

we live next door to each other, we listen to music from around the world and we learn different

languages. We all need to learn to appreciate each other’s cultures and ways of living.

24. The word ‘offensive’ is closet in

meaning to:
a. offering
b. insulting
c. acceptable
d. appropriate
25. Cultural awareness is
a. about understanding
b. by holding up a mirror
c. bettering yourself

d. leaving your comfort zone

26.

27.

What is suggested by the writer as
the first thing to do when thinking
about cultural awareness?

a. Listen to other people.

b. Look up at yourself.

c. Talk to your family.

d. Learn new language.

In the writer’s opinion, how has the
today’s world changed?

a. People learn different languages.
b. People do business with others
who have different cultures.

c. People listen to others’ music
from around the world.

d. All of the above.



28. What is NOT true according to the

passage?

a. People are all the same as we
share the same beliefs and ways of
doing things.

b. Many people in the past never left
the comfort of their own place.

c. The world has changed.

d. As we get older, the world grows

with us.

29.

30.
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What is the purpose of the writer?

a. To give an awareness about
cultural difference.

b. To persuade people to learn new
language.

c. To convince people to give up
their culture.

d. To provide the process of
bettering oneself.

What is the main idea of the
passage?

a. Understanding cultural awareness
is important.

b. Cultural awareness is varied by
each country.

c. People with different backgrounds
can share the same culture.

d. Doing business with others from

different culture is not hard.
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