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ABSTRACT

Playing Go-game, which is an ancient Chinese board game for more than 3,000 years,
the player needs various aspects of cognitive skills to think of how to play. There are researches
about the effect of playing Go-game on the stimulation of the brain and nervous systems. Lots of
people want to develop their cognitive skills and attention in real life by playing Go-game. This
study has used the core academic subjects’ grades of grade-9 students in a high school that has
Go-game subject (N = 140), as represented to the ability in transferring the cognitive skills
learned from Go-game to other activities that are not trained directly.

The results from the study and the statistical methods showed that the group of
students that took extra Go-game class and got 8 kyu level or above had better averaged
Mathematics grades than the group of students that did not take extra Go-game class obviously
every semester (P-value < 0.05). In Thai Language, Social Study, and English Language, it
showed statistically different in some semesters. But it showed no statistical difference in Science
every semester.

From the results, we suggest that learning Go-game can improve Mathematics grades
obviously, but there is no correlation with other core academic subjects. The reasons may be
because Go-game needs calculation skills directly, but memory skill which is needed for other
core academic subjects may not be the effect of Go-game directly or may be because the training

that related to memory skill can’t be applied to other activities with different contexts.
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