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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the provision of the time frame for juvenile litigation. As the
current timing framework for juvenile prosecution still does not resonate with the objective of
protecting the rights of juvenile, as the principle of doing such is to progress the case as fair and
quick as possible.

For juveniles who are charged with criminal offences and are brought to justice, either
by arresting or appearing in front of legal officials by themselves, legal officials have to submit
the petition to prosecutor’s office for consideration within the first 30 days. In case that the
petition is not submitted on time, it could be filed later. However, this will lead to trial
postponement for a certain time period subjected to the penalties of each juvenile set out in Act
78 paragraph 2 and 3. If a juvenile commits a criminal offence with a term of imprisonment of 6
months but not more than 5 years, the trial will be postponed for 60 days. And for juveniles who
commit crimes with a penalty of more than 5 years imprisonment, their trials will be postponed
up to 90 days. Both trial postponement conditions apply to both temporary released juveniles and
juveniles in detention.

Moreover, the Juvenile and Family Court Act and the Juvenile and Family prosecution procedure
still have not yet established the jurisdiction for prosecutor to expedite the process of juvenile
cases.

Due to such issues, this thesis follows the standard of juvenile justice administration
stated in the rights and freedoms of juvenile under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
other international juvenile justice laws and gives suggestions for juvenile justice laws

amendment to be more timely.



The work suggested two different timing amendments: for juveniles in detention and for
juveniles who are temporarily released. The authority to the prosecutor to expedite the process of
juvenile cases, in order to prevent juveniles from being in legal process for an unreasonable
length of time is also mentioned. For juveniles who are bailed or are in the custody of a parent or
guardian, this work suggested that it should not be mandatory for them to be brought to court in
each trial postponement, as it is already efficient that only legal officials and legal advisors to act

on this step of legal process on behalf of the juvenile.
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* United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice 1985

(The Beijing Rules)

° Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989.
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custody may not be kep. more than twenty-four hours.”
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" Youth Criminal Justice Act, section 24 “No prosecutions may be conducted by a prosecutor
other than the Attorney General without the consent of the Attorney General”

" Youth Criminal Justice Act, Section 2 “young person means a person who is or, in the absence
of evidence to the contrary, appears to be twelve years old or older, but less than eighteen years old and, if the
context requires, includes any person who is charged under this Act with having committed an offence while he

or she was a young person or who is found guilty of an offence under this Act”
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