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Thesis Title SUSPECTED WITNESSES IN CRIMINAL CASES AT THE INVESTIGATION
Author Rinlita Adisa
Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Dr. Kanpirom Komlarachun
Program Master of Laws
Academic Year 2022
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the legal measures of suspected witnesses in
criminal cases at the investigation under the Thai Criminal Procedure Code, namely: The
problem of the absence of provisions that empower officials or investigators to detain
suspected witnesses be interrogated in the preliminary. This gives witnesses who are suspects
an opportunity to discuss or rehearse in order to embellish or distort the facts. to help conceal
the wrongdoing of any person and the absence of provisions as measures to interrogate
suspected witnesses separately from ordinary witnesses. This prevents suspected witnesses
from receiving advice or consultation from lawyers or legal counsel on complex questions or
related to the commission of an offence that may cause statements against themselves. To
suggest guidelines for applying legal measures relating to the investigation of suspected
witnesses in the official level to apply further.

In this thesis, the author suggests that the provisions in the law be amended
Criminal procedure by defining the term "suspicious witness" and adding provisions in the
Criminal Procedure Code that authorizes police officers to detain witnesses of suspects for
preliminary interrogation for no more than 24 hours, including adding rules relating to the
interrogation of witnesses. Suspect in the investigation in criminal procedure law.

In the part of the suggestion, the author has applied the principles of international
law. including the United States, French Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany with
provisions relating to suspected witnesses in the level of officials in a similar and different way
as a guideline for amending Thai law. In order for the investigation process to find the truth in
the level of officials under the Thai Criminal Procedure Law efficient with more

appropriateness, speed and fairness.
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% Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, p.406.

* Murphy v. waterfront Comm’r, 387 U.S. 94 (1964)

% Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, p.447.

% Kathryn E. White, “What have you done with my lawyer: The Grand jury witness’s right to
consult with counsel,” Loyola of Los Angeles law review, Vol.32, Iss.3, p.927. (1999) and United States v.
Monia, 317 U.S. 424,427 (1943)

*" Michael G. Heitz, supra note 57, p.729.

% Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, p.4d47. and Counselman v.
Hitchcock 1892

% Rogers v. United States 340 U.S. 367,373-374 (1951)
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" Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, p.453.

" Miranda v. Arizona 1966

2 United States v. Mandujano, 425 U.S. 564, 580-581 (1976)

" United States v. Mandujano, 425 U.S. 564, 572 (1976); United States v. Calandra, 414 U.S.
338,345,353 (1974)

™ Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, p.451.

> Wex Definitions Team, “target witness” Retrieved on 14 March 2023, from

https://www.law.cormnell.edu/wex/target_witness
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U.S. 174 (1977); United States v. Mandujano, 425 U.S. 564, 582 n. 7. (1976).
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" Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, pp.452-453.

® Federal rules of criminal procedure rule 6 (e) (2) (B) “Secrecy

® Wayne R. LaFave, Jerold H. Israel and Nancy J. King, supra note 60, p. 417.

# R. Michael Cassidy, “Silencing Grand jury witness,” Indiana law journal, vol.91, no.4, p.4. (2016)

® Kathryn E. White, supra note 66, p. 934.

# Leah Kaplan, “CPL § 190.52: Statute amended to give Grand Jury witnesses limited right to
counsel,” St. John’s law review, Vol.53, Iss.1, p.140. (2012)
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