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ABSTRACT

This study has the following objectives: to study the presentation techniques and
main themes about sex-related articles that appear in the content of Cosmopolitan magazine; to
study the incongruity between Thai social values and the content in the magazine; and to study
the conceptualization and the mapping of ethical standards by readers of the magazine. For data
collection, content analysis of all sex-related columns in the Cosmopolitan magazine was carried
out from April 1997 to December 2003, covering 93 issues, and in-depth interviews with nine

readers of the magazine were conducted.

The research finds that in the presentation technique and main themes of sex-related
content, the magazine depicts an image of a “Cosmopolitan woman” as a woman with freedom,
professional and financial power, as well as an important role in controlling romantic
relationship, yet having a complying and subservient role towards men. This shows that the
content in these columns does not really reflect gender equality but only present a kind of
pseudo-feminism that is created by the magazine producers who intend to shape the sexual

content in accordance with the selling point of the magazine.

By comparing the image of “Cosmopolitan woman” which represents American
woman as depicted in the studied columns and the image of Thai woman in the Field Marshal
Phibun Phibunsongkram period and the image of woman in Thai literature, the research finds
that there is clear incongruity. Despite the apparent differences, however, the three images share

a common objective; that is, to attract, pamper, and serve men. But the different sexuality



between the two cultures has made the sexual content that represents the American woman

model seem incongruous with the Thai social values.

As for the conceptualization of sexual ethics standards by readers, the study finds
that it is quite in line with the trends of content that appear in the magazine, that is, freedom and
openness, which are clearly different from the practice and principles of traditional Thai women.
The study also finds that marital status -- being married or with children -- does not really
influence the above conceptualization. However, the research finds that the behavior of the
readers of the magazine does not entirely follow the model of “Cosmopolitan woman” as they
have reduced the sexuality element to the level that could be accepted in Thai society.
Moreover, they also refer to the Thai cultural and traditional framework in giving meaning to all
sex-related topics in the magazine. Likewise, it could be said that Cosmopolitan readers’
conceptualization of their sexual ethics standards is largely influenced by the transmission of
meaning about a “Cosmopolitan woman,” which reflects the principle and practice of American
women, Meanwhile, that conceptualization is also subject to social interaction and socialization
in Thai society especially in the sexuality element. Asa result, the identity of the readers is a

combination between Western and Eastern cultures.
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