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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “The digital media utilization patterns in social learning and
enhancement of interpersonal relationship for preschoolers” aimed to 1) study the use of digital
media in social learning and to enhance interpersonal relationship of preschoolers 2) study the
relationship of digital media utilization and social learning components of preschoolers 3) study
the relationship of digital media utilization and elements of interpersonal relationship enhancement
in preschoolers and 4) study digital media utilization model in social learning and enhancement of
interpersonal relationship for preschoolers by applying social learning theory and communication
concepts to build interpersonal relationship.

The research employed mixed method studies; 1) qualitative research, starting with
focus group discussion consisted of 4 parents and 4 preschool teachers in Surin and 2) quantitative
research. The questionnaire respondents were 400 parents and preschool teachers in Surin.

It was found that the patterns of using digital media of preschoolers consisted of
1) participation in using digital media, 2 ) agreement or restriction of using digital media,
3) monitoring appropriateness of using digital media, 4) guidance and help in using digital media,
and 5) being a good role model in using digital media.

In term of the relationship of digital media using and social learning components of
preschoolers, the result was found at the moderate level whereas the relationship of digital media
using and interpersonal enhancement of preschoolers was found at a low level. Moreover, through

the predicting digital media using patterns and social learning of preschoolers, it was found that the



factors of advising, assisting and being role models for using digital media can predict social
learning of preschoolers. In term of building interpersonal relationship among preschoolers, it was
found the factors of advising, participating and being role models for using digital media can predict

the strength of interpersonal relationship for preschoolers.
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