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ABSTRACT

Money laundering is a method by which criminals bring money or property related to
each type of predicate offences to go through various processes to hide or conceal the source or
location, conceal the sale and transfer, in order not to appear financial or property traces and make
it seem that the money or property is obtained from legitimate businesses. Subsequently, it was
brought back to the owner in the form of money or property as it had been legally obtained and
ready to be used for further crime. As a result, money laundering has become the most widely
used form of crime for criminals to use as a tool to conceal and exploit from committing offenses.
In addition, money laundering is also inevitably affecting the economy, society and politics, since
the money used in money laundering is an informal money that is not caused by economic
productivity and the money may also be used to expand the network of criminal activities into
transnational crimes that are influential and cause problems related to the peace of society and
may also become problems related to international relations. For this reason, the content of the
law on anti-money laundering in the important part that affects the prevention and suppression of
crimes is the determination of predicate offences in such laws according to the policies of each
country which aimed at suppressing those predicate offences. By the predicate offences, the
offender of the offense determined as a predicate offence will not be found guilty of money
laundering until the offender or other person commits money laundering from the money received

from the determined predicate offence, that person shall therefore be guilty of money laundering.



Therefore, the predicate offences are very important to be determined in the law on anti-money
laundering.

The study found that the provisions of the law relating to the determination of the
predicate offenses under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 and other related laws, even
though 26 offenses have been determined as the predicate offences, but there are still many
problems including; the problems in determining the predicate offences affecting human rights
and freedom according to the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, the problem of
determining too many criminal offenses as the predicate offences under the anti-money
laundering law which has caused the criminal law to deteriorate, at the same time, there is a
problem in the case of the existing predicate offences are not enough to enforce and also create a
legal gap.

In order to make the law relating to the determination of predicate offences under the
anti-money laundering law more effective, the Researcher therefore recommends that there
should be the amendment of the provisions of the Anti-Money Laundering Act B.E. 2542, Section
3, the definition of “predicate offence” shall be added to the subsection (22) with the following
content “Any offense that has criminal penalties for imprisonment at least four years or a more
serious penalty and the nature of such offenses will cause or may cause considerable damage to
the economy and society according to the provisions of the law or as prescribed in the Royal
Decree.” This will make the anti-money laundering law progress as per the current and future
forms of criminal offenses that change over time and enabling the enforcement of the anti-money
laundering law more effectively. Because it can prescribe new predicate offences under the
framework of the Anti-Money Laundering Act B.E. 2542 timely without having to make the

amendment by adding the predicate offences directly into the Act.
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* The French Penal Code ARTICLE 324-1

Money laundering is facilitating by any means the false justification of the origin of the property or income of
theperpetrator of a felony or misdemeanour which has brought him a direct or indirect benefit.

Money laundering also comprises assistance in investing, concealing or converting the direct or indirect
products of a felony or misdemeanour.

Money laundering is punished by five years' imprisonment and a fine of €375,000.
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