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ABSTRACT

This research objectives are (1) to analyze the communication behavior and roles as
well as the communication network among elderly people, (2) to analyze the communication
leadership of elderly people in the villages of the middle part of Northeastern region, (3) to
analyze the communication roles in transfering knowledge and local wisdom and folk culture of
the elderly people, and (4) to analyze the status of the elderly people from their own perception
and from others This study was carried out by multiple-method research. Such research was
included the qualitative research which the data was collected from in-depth interviews of the
elderly people in the middle part of northeastern region. Total number of interviewees in this
research is 3 key-informant villagers from each 3 villages in Maha Sarakham province, Kalasin
province, and Roi Et province. The face—to-face interviews were conducted using the semi-
structured interview schedules. In addition, the quantitative survey research was done by
distributing the questionnaires to 311 elderly persons living in 3 villages in the middle part of
northeastern region. The research results were found as follows :1) The majority of elderly
persons use moderately the traditional media through the radio and television. Moreover, they are
particularly interested in media contents concerning news and entertainments. They expose only
a little of new media especially house wife group using lines applications much more than other
elderly group. Elderly villages have the highest interpersonal communication with their family
members. They perform leadership roles in giving opinion on cultural knowledge and local
wisdom. 2) Other villagers in the community, as reported by a number of elderly people, usually
come to ask for their advice on various subjects. 3) The majority of elderly persons play major

roles in transferring the wisdom, arts, and culture, but in a moderate degree. They also usually



have the leadership roles in the religious activities. 4) Elderly persons tend to view their status in
the positive ways. They view themselves as the seniors and a local wisdom source in the village.
Moreover, they belive that people in the village usually depend on them. They mostly disagree
neither they are out-of-date nor they are the burden to the others

From the hypothesis test, the research has found the statistical relationship among
these variables : (1) The elderly person who have different education background and career, have
different communications behavior in exposure to the new media. Findings also show that elderly
persons who have the primary school degree, are more expose to new media than elderly persons
with bachelor degree and high school levels. Moreover, the study have found that elderly persons
who are housewives more expose to new media than elderly persons in other careers. (2) Elderly
persons who have different age demonstrate they have different communicating behavior through
the interpersonal communication. Research has found that elderly persons aged between 75-79
years old, communicate through the interpersonal communications network more than other group
(3) The elderly persons who have different gender, age, education career, and income, have
different communication roles in transferring knowledge, local wisdom, arts and culture. and (4)
Self-perception towards the elderly persons status have the positive relationship or in line with the

communication roles in transferring the wisdom, arts, culture and ethics.
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wythwind | wddhuTwuaw | wjphusnenas 5
anvazmlszmnsmans @urusesNan) | (gurumasiau) | @urwiaund) | Gooaz)
n=068 n=133 n=110 311 (100)
1. 1wl
%18 28 34 46 108
(41.18) (25.56) (41.82) (34.73)
TN 40 99 64 203
(58.82) (74.44) (58.18) (65.27)
320 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
2.0
9193211 60 -64 1/ 39 45 25 109
(57.35) (33.84) (22.73) (35.05)
91g3ENIN 65— 69 15 29 42 86
(22.06) (21.80) (38.18) (27.65)
914351304 70 - 74 5 32 25 62
(7.35) (24.06) (22.73) (19.94)
914351IN 75 - 797 6 15 9 30
(8.83) (11.28) (8.18) (9.65)
o1y 80 Tl 3 12 9 24
(4.41) (9.02) (8.18) (7.71)
590 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
3. 5EAUMSANYT
i@ eumisie 32 52 48 132
(47.06) (39.10) (43.64) (42.44)
UszoudnyInoual 29 67 57 153
@.1-1.6) (42.65) (50.38) (51.82) (49.20)
WBOUANY (W.1-11.6) 5 12 4 21
wie 1w.Ala. (7.35) (9.02) (3.64) (6.75)
SIELTTREE: 2 2 1 5
(2.94) (1.50) (0.90) (1.61)
33U 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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dnuazmalsznnmnans | (guaudoowa) | Guasusmanian) | uywianudy) | (Govaz)
n=68 n=133 n=110 311 (100)
4. o1nfagu(darihau
Ws0l5101d0g)
smsuriugy 1 1 2 4
DAY NN (1.47) (0.75) (1.82) (1.29)
R LA LY IERIRE]
HaAN503NI/
NUBNU/ATEN/
WDV INDNSY
NHATNT 54 87 82 223
(79.41) (65.41) (74.55) (71.70)
sznougine/ 4 9 6 19
15 mm (5.88) (6.77) (5.45) (6.11)
faneniall e 3 5 9 17
wazndvuTaialy (4.41) (3.77) (8.18) (5.47)
gt/ s Idvihau 5 29 10 44
1 (7.36) (21.80) (9.09) (14.14)
A3/019156 1 2 1 4
(1.47) (1.50) (0.91) (1.29)
39 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
5. 5zaus1018
#1791 5,000 LN 41 46 42 129
(60.29) (34.59) (38.18) (41.48)
5,001 - 10,000 1M 18 71 42 131
(26.47) (53.38) (38.18) (42.12)
10,001 - 30,000 UM 6 12 23 41
(8.82) (9.03) (20.91) (13.19)
30,001 - 50,000 UM 2 2 2 6
(2.95) (1.50) (1.82) (1.92)
11NN 50,000 VN 1 2 1 4
(1.47) (1.50) (0.91) (1.29)
39 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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n=068 n=133 n=110 311 (100)
6. imiauRfTsy
R LANCITR SRR RNE
ifiiiau 1 1 2 4
(1.47) (0.75) (1.82) (1.29)
fwian dn 5,000 55 89 83 227
1N (80.88) (66.92) (75.45) (72.99)
Sniau 5,001-10,000 4 9 6 19
UM (5.89) (6.77) (5.45) 6.11)
SWi AW 10,001-30,000 3 5 9 17
1IN (4.41) (3.76) (8.19) (5.47)
T au 1nn 30,000 5 29 10 44
YN (7.35) (21.80) (9.09) (14.14)
33U 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
7. MswnordevesnIv L
ag1iu
DYAUIALY) 3 4 6 13
(4.41) (3.01) (5.45) (4.18)
agnugauTa 25 34 39 98
(36.76) (25.56) (35.45) (31.51)
agNURANI ALY/ 15 40 47 102
wau (22.06) (30.08) (42.73) (32.80)
AYNVYATHATUNTD 23 52 17 92
ﬂpa (33.82) (39.10) (15.46) (29.58)
ogfuauaui lilsgnd 2 3 1 6
(2.95) (2.25) (0.91) (1.93)
3 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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n=68 n=133 n=110 311 (100)
1. aMzgunimveaniuluy
agiiu
1.1 Tl Tsaiszddn 13 28 32 73
(19.12) (21.05) (29.09) (23.47)
1.2 UT3n1)szdan 55 105 78 238
(80.88) (78.95) (70.91) (76.53)
3 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
2. AW NNBUYBINIY
2.1 qumnudiaussaun 16 16 19 51
(23.53) (12.03) (17.27) (16.40)
2.2 gumndiansaa 12 45 23 80
noaunI (17.65) (33.84) (20.91) (25.72)
2.3 guamate luatha 19 21 36 76
(27.93) (15.79) (32.73) (24.44)
2.4 gunw linAvediin 12 23 29 64
(17.65) (17.29) (26.36) (20.58)
2.5 g liidiae 9 28 3 40
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39U 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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42 N5¥Ms/SgIenne 1 2 2 5
(1.47) (1.50) (1.82) (1.61)
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