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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the difference of Thai female
masseuses and influences towards motivation to work migration abroad, and (2) to study media
exposure influencing motivation to work migration abroad of Thai female masseuses.

The sample consisted of 250 Thai female masseuses who had relocated to work abroad
and had to stay abroad for at least 1 year from 2017 to 2020. The research tool was an online
questionnaire. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and inferential statistics, tested at the
statistical significance level of 0.05.

The results showed that most of the respondents were aged between 36-45 years with
an education level lower than secondary school/vocational, former occupation as a private
employee with income (original) between 20,000-30,000 baht, marital status and original domicile
in the Northeast of Thailand. The sample group searched for information from relatives/family the
most, followed by colleagues, Facebook Group, and Facebook Fanpage. Search time for
information was from 4:01 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 2-3 times a week. The media and relatives/family had
the greatest influence on decision making, followed by colleagues, Facebook Group, and Facebook
Fanpage.

Comparison of differences in demographic characteristics and motivation for decision
to migrate to work abroad among Thai female masseuses by age factor affecting rational motivation
was to live a better life, followed by opportunity and progression, which was the same at all ages.
However, the 36-to-45-year-old group emphasized more on income motivation, and the 46-year-

above group focused more on welfare motivation. While the factors of education, former



occupation, former income, marital status and domicile had no effect on motivation. Emotional
motivation, personal factors of age, education, and marital status influenced emotional motivation
at the age of 26-35 years, while 36-45 years old had the most motivational influence for having the
opportunity to meet a partner or even marry a foreigner. The 46-year-above group provided the
reason that working was as similar as going to a trip. Whereas, secondary education level or lower
and Bachelor's degree was found that they were most emotionally motivated about the chance of
meeting a partner or marrying a foreigner. But the Master's degree and above were found to be most
emotionally motivated for the aspect of acceptance. Single and divorced status were the most
emotionally motivated about the chance of meeting a partner or marrying a foreigner. However,
marital status was found to be the most emotionally motivated for the aspect of acceptance. While
the factors of former occupation, income and place of residence had no emotional motivation.
Comparison of differences in study media exposure influencing motivation to work
migration abroad of Thai female masseuses found that relative/family media had rational
motivation leading Thai female masseuses to see that working in foreign countries would improve
their well-being. In addition, emotional motivation made Thai female masseuses believe that going
to work abroad makes them accepted by surrounding people. Colleague media had rational motives
that Thai female masseuses see as improving their lives and emotional motivations led Thai female
masseuses to believe that the chance of meeting a partner or marrying a foreigner. The media's
Facebook Fanpage had rational motivation leading Thai female masseuses to see that working in
foreign countries has better labor protection laws, and emotional motivation made Thai female
masseuses believe that going to work abroad is similar to travelling. The media’s Facebook Group
had a rational motivation leading Thai masseuses to believe that going to work abroad gives them
freedom. Likewise, emotional motivations made Thai masseuses believe that going to work abroad

provides the most freedom to be yourself.
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3THINNGN 3 1.30 0.65 373 0.03
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