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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the scope of legal protection afforded to female security officers
in Thailand. It first explores the definition, brief history and key features of this profession. It then
reviews existing domestic and foreign laws and regulations pertaining to the protection of female
security officers, as well as legal instruments developed and endorsed by international
organizations. Several problematic issues concerning the current scope of legal protection are
identified and analyzed including the protection of pregnant officers, adequacy of wages and the
categorization of certain dangerous jobs.

It is submitted that the Labour Protection Act B.E. 2541 does not provide effective
protection for women working in the security sector. Based on the interview with 10 sample
security officers, it is clear that many issues are still left outside the remit of the current legislation
such as the lack of categorization of certain dangerous jobs, insufficient remuneration for those
working overtime and during weekends, possibility of female security officers working on
the night shifts and inadequate protection of pregnant security officers. In some cases, female
security officers were remunerated less favorably than their male counterparts with no evident
justification. Furthermore, the Labour Protection Act is silent on the clear categorization of works
designated to female security officers. Nonetheless, our comparative research shows that this lack
of differentiation in regards to works between male and female security officers is also found in
other foreign jurisdictions.

The author proposes a number of key recommendations to enhance the current level
of protection. First, it is suggested that specific provision governing the protection of female

security officers should be enacted, either through the issuance of Ministerial Regulation in



pursuance of the Labour Protection Act or the additional provision in the Private Security Act
currently in the drafting process. Second, it is recommended that a central training center for
female security officers should be set up to promote standardized practices. Third, where security
companies provide their own in-house training, they should also adopt these standardized
practices, which include standardized employment contracts and agreements. It is hoped that all
of these recommendations will contribute to better and fairer treatment of women in the security

sector.
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1. New South Wales-(Police) Security Industry Act 1997 & Security Industry
Regulation 2007

2. Victoria-(Police) Private Security Act 2004

3. Queensland-(Justice & Attorney-General) Security Providers Act 1993

4. South Australia-(Consumer & Business Affairs) Security and Investigation
Agents Act 1995

5. Western Australia-(Police) Security & Related Activities (Control) Act 1996 &
Security & Related Activities (Control) Regulations 1997

6. Tasmania-(Police) *Security and Investigation Agents Act 2002

7. Northern Territory-(Justice) Private Security Act & Private Security (Security
Officer/Crowd Controller/Security Firms/Miscellaneous Matters) Regulations;

8. Australian Capital Territory-(Regulatory Services) Security Industry Act 2003 &
Security Industry Regulation 2003
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Fair Work Act 2009. Article 78.
* Fair Work Act 2009. Article 96.
® Fair Work Act 2009. Article 87.
Fair Work Act 2009. Article 71.

* Fair Work Act 2009. Article 72.
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