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ABSTRACT

This paper is to study the procedures of the local government’s application of
referendums at the municipality level for the benefit of people in municipality districts to directly
participate in presenting their opinions on laws or making decisions on principal municipality
activities. The research is a documentary study collecting data from laws and different documents
as well as laws of other countries where referendums have been held at the local government level.

The findings revealed that the countries studied, namely the United States of America,
the Netherlands, and Japan have been widely using a referendum system at different levels of
local government in which referendums on local provisions, local administrative operations, or
other matters provided by law are conducted. In the United States of America, referendums at the
local government level have been provided for in the Constitution of each state as well as the
Election Code of each state. The Netherlands has provided for referendums in state-level laws
whereas Japan has provided for it in both their Constitution and Local Autonomy Laws. For
Thailand, it was found that referendums have been provided for only in the provision of
Municipality Legislation, the edited version published in B.E. 2546. In practice, referendums
have never been conducted at the local government level.

In favor of more public participation in the administration of municipality districts, it is
suggested that the referendum system be used in municipality districts through the legislation of a
special law -- that is to promulgate the provision concerning local referendums empowering
individuals to express their opinion on local laws as well as local administrations relating to the
ownership of property and right of freedom which may directly affect a majority group in each

community. It is also suggested that proper initial rights, code of practice as well as results of the



referendums are provided as it may consequently result in public confidence in legislature. In
particular, this will be in accordance with the Constitution’s will with regard to the
decentralization of authority and also express the state’s intention to delegate the authority to the
local government by virtue of local autonomy and that the actual needs of local people are
considered through the conduct of referendums which provide people in each community with the

opportunity to use their rights by virtue of the principles of democracy.
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