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ABSTRACT

This thesis on legal measures essential for protecting the quality of life of sex
workers in Thailand aims to explore the concepts, principles, theories, and historical
developments related to sex trafficking in Thailand. Given that sex trafficking is currently
illegal in Thailand, sex workers lack recognition of their rights, freedom, and human dignity,
as well as protection for their labor rights associated with the sex trade. An examination of
international laws concerning the protection of the quality of life for sex workers, particularly
under human rights laws, reveals significant principles for safeguarding against sex trafficking.
However, despite Thailand's ratification of relevant conventions, there is still a lack of
domestic legislation providing recognition of rights, freedom, human dignity, and labor
protection associated with sex trafficking.

The study reveals that sex workers in Thailand have not been recognized for their
rights and freedom and lack recognition of fundamental human rights from birth, coupled
with the absence of various rights derived from sex trafficking under the law. There is also a
lack of necessary measures in contracts to ensure the quality of life for sex workers.
Therefore, to ensure that sex workers are legally recognized as laborers and receive
protection similar to other industries, especially in terms of rights and benefits according to
labor protection laws, social security rights, healthcare, and necessary contractual measures,
it is deemed necessary to legalize sex work as a lawful activity. This includes repealing the
Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act of 2539 B.E. and enacting laws that allow sex
work to be conducted in accordance with legal principles and the protection of the quality

of life of sex workers.

Keywords: Sex trafficking, Sex workers, Rights of sex workers
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4 May 2018) <https://shorturl.asia/6SHWy> Aufidle 5 Sunau 2566.
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> Women’s Charter ‘140. (1) Any person who —

(a) sells, lets for hire or otherwise disposes of or buys or hires or otherwise obtains possession of
any woman or girl with intent that she shall be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution either
within or without Singapore, or knowing or having reason to believe that she will be so employed or used;

(b) procures any woman or girl to have either within or without Singapore carnal connection
except by way of marriage with any male person or for the purpose of prostitution either within or
without Singapore;

(0) by threats or intimidation procures any woman or girl to have carnal connection except by
way of marriage with any male person either within or without Singapore;

(d) brings into Singapore, receives or harbors any woman or girl knowing or having reason to
believe that she has been procured for the purpose of having carnal connection except by way of
marriage with any male person or for the purpose of prostitution either within or without Singapore and
with intent to aid such purpose;

(e) knowing or having reason to believe that any woman or girl has been procured by threats or
intimidation for the purpose of having carnal connection except by way of marriage with any male person,
either within or without Singapore, receives or harbours her with intent to aid such purpose;

(f) knowing or having reason to believe that any woman or girl has been brought into Singapore in
breach of section 142 or has been sold or purchased in breach of paragraph (a) receives or harbours her
with intent that she may be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution either within or without
Singapore;

(g) detains any woman or girl against her will on any premises with the intention that she shall
have carnal connection except by way of marriage with any male person, or detains any woman or girl
against her will in a brothel;

(h) detains any woman or girl in any place against her will with intent that she may be employed
or used for the purpose of prostitution or for any unlawful or immoral purpose;

(i) has carnal connection with any girl below the age of 16 years except by way of marriage; or

(j) attempts to do any act in contravention of this section,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be punished with imprisonment for a term

not exceeding 5 years and shall also be liable to a fine not exceeding $10,000.
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® Women’s Charter ‘146 (A).

°T Prevention of Human Trafficking Act “18.

(1) Where any person is charged with or convicted of an offence under Part 2 involving the sexual
exploitation of a trafficked victim, the court hearing any matter or proceedings in relation to the charge or
conviction

(a) in the case where the trafficked victim is a child, shall hear the matter or proceedings
in camera; and

(b) in any other case, may order that the matter or proceedings (or any part of it) be
heard in camera.

(2) No person shall, in connection with any matter or proceedings referred to in subsection (1)

(a) publish the name, address or photograph, or any other thing which is likely to lead to
the identification, of the trafficked victim;

(b) publish the name, address or photograph of any witness, or any evidence given by
the witness, in the matter or proceedings, or any other thing relating to the witness, which is likely to lead
to the identification of the trafficked victim; or

(c) do any other act which is likely to lead to the identification of the trafficked victim. ...’

% Penal Code ‘372.

Whoever sells, lets to hire, or otherwise disposes of any person under the age of 21 years with
intent that such person shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit

intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such
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(Miscellaneous Offences (Public Order and Nuisance) Act)
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person will at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to fine.’

% Penal Code ‘373.

Whoever buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of any person under the age of 21 years
with intent that such person shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit
intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such
person will at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to fine.’

1% penal Code ‘373 A.

Whoever —

(a) by any false pretence, false representation, or fraudulent or deceitful means, brings, or assists
in bringing, into Singapore any woman with intent that such woman may be employed or used for the
purpose of prostitution;

(b) brings, or assists in bringing, into Singapore any woman with intent that such woman may be
sold or bought for the purpose of prostitution; or

(c) sells or buys any woman for the purpose of prostitution,

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, and shall also be liable
to fine.’

11 Miscellaneous Offences (Public Order and Nuisance) Act ‘19.

Every person who in any public road or public place persistently loiters or solicits for the purpose
of prostitution or for any other immoral purpose shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $1,000 and, in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine

not exceeding $2,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both.”
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%2 Immigration Act ‘8.

(1) Any person, not being a citizen of Singapore, who is a member of any of the prohibited
classes as defined in subsection (3) or who, in the opinion of the Controller, is a member of any of the
prohibited classes, is a prohibited immigrant. ....

(3) The following persons are members of the prohibited classes: ...

(e) any prostitute or any person who is living on or receiving or who, prior to entering
Singapore, lived on or received the proceeds of prostitution;

(f) any person who procures or attempts to bring into Singapore prostitutes or women or
girls for the purpose of prostitution or other immoral purpose ...’

1% Immigration Act ‘31.

(1) If during the examination of any person arriving in Singapore or after such inquiry as may be
necessary that person is found to be a prohibited immigrant, the Controller shall, subject to the
provisions of the regulations, prohibit him from disembarking or may, in his discretion, detain him at an
immigration depot or other place designated by the Controller.

(2) The person shall be liable to be removed from Singapore to his place of embarkation or to

the country of his birth or citizenship or to any other port or place designated by the Controller.’
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"7 Art. 380 § 1 “Shall be punished by imprisonment for one to five years and fine of five
hundred euros to twenty five thousand euros

1. No one anyone, to gratify the passions of others, has hired, trained, retained or diverted, to
debauchery or prostitution, even with his consent, an adult (...);

4. Whoever, in any manner whatsoever operating debauchery or prostitution of others.”

20 Art. 380 § 1 “Shall be punished by imprisonment for one to five years and fine of five
hundred euros to twenty five thousand euros|...]

2. Whoever held a brothel or prostitution;

3. Whoever sold, rented or made available for the purposes of prostitution or any other local

chambers in order to make an abnormal profit [...]”
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2L Art. 380 §3 “Be punished imprisonment of ten to fifteen years and fine of five hundred euros
to fifty thousand euros, the offenses referred to in § 1, to the extent the author

1. used, directly or indirectly, fraud, violence, threats or any form of coercion;

2. or abuse of the particularly vulnerable situation of a person because of his illegal or precarious
administrative situation, a pregnancy, illness, infirmity or physical or mental disability.[...]”

122 Art. 380 § 4 “Shall be punished by imprisonment for ten to fifteen years and fine of one
thousand euros to a hundred thousand euros;

5. Whoever obtained by submitting an offer or promise of material or financial benefit,
debauchery or prostitution of a minor [...]”

125 Art. 380 § 4 6. “Whoever witnessed the debauchery or prostitution of minor shall be punished
imprisonment from one month to two years and fine of one hundred euros to a two thousand euros”

2% Art. 380 bis “Shall be punished by imprisonment from eight days to three months and a fine
twenty six euros to five hundred euros anyone in a public place will be by words, gestures or signs

caused a person to immorality. [...]”
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