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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study 1) the perception of tourism potential in
Chiangkhan 2) the perception of tourism image in Chiangkhan 3) the relationship of demographic
factors to tourism potential and image in Chiangkhan 4) the revisitation trends in Chiangkhan and
5) the perception of potential and image of tourism that affecting Thai tourist’s revisit
Chiangkhan, Loei province .

The samples used in this research were 400 Thai tourists who traveled to Chiangkhan,
Loei Province by a convenient sampling with questionnaire survey. The data was analyzed by
using descriptive statistics frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, f-test,
ANOVA, factor analysis and multiple regression analysis.

The research results found that Thai tourists perceived the overall tourism potential of
Chiangkhan; it was at a moderate level (X= 3.32). The attractiveness of tourist attraction being
the highest average, followed by the management potential of the attractions and the capacity to
accommodate tourist attractions, respectively. The overall tourist image’s perception in
Chiangkhan was at a moderate level (X= 3.31), namely, the highest average is Chiangkhan
having a walking street of more than 2 kilometers, followed by Chiangkhan with old wooden
houses on both sides of the road. In addition, the respective average of the perception of tourism
image in Chiangkhan is "Bung Khong Dance" - a folk show that people of Chiangkhan use to
welcome tourists, and the friendship of local people.

Thai tourists tended to revisit Chiangkhan, overall, it was a moderate level (X= 3.26).

They returned to Chiangkhan when there was an opportunity with the highest average, followed



by an impression of visiting Chiangkhan and would like to share the experience of tourism in
Chiangkhan to others at last.

The results of hypothesis testing showed that Thai tourists with different gender, age,
education, occupation, and average monthly incomes had no difference of opinions on the
perception of tourism potential, and the image of Chiangkhan. The perception of tourism potential
in Chiangkhan, the attractiveness of tourist attractions, the aspect of accommodating tourist
attractions, and the management of tourist attractions influented on Thai tourists' revisit.
Furthermore, the tourism image’s perception of Chiangkhan; natural attractions and plainness,
tradition and culture, friendship and local wisdom, and local food also influented on Thai tourists’

revisit.
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