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ABSTRACT

This research has the following objectives:

1) to study the background and characteristics of the www.thaimate.com
website;

2) to study the attitudes of the webmaster regarding the website and the mate-
finding procedure which is the core business of the website;

3) to study the changing perspectives on mate-finding and selection of men
and women as a result of new technologies like the Internet that has created
new expectations and outlook on mate-finding;

4) to study about the mate selection procedure in the website and the transfer
of action from virtual reality to actual reality.

This study uses content analysis as the major research methodology. The
content analyzed was drawn from interview reports and other types of content in
the website during November 2002 to July 2003. The major samples are
subscribers to the www.thaimate.com website, visitors to this cyber- community,
and the webmaster of the website. Main inquiries of the research include:

1. the background and characteristics of the www.thaimate.com
website;

2. the attitudes of the webmaster regarding the webs;



the attitudes of the webmaster regarding the mate-finding procedure
which is the core business of the website;

men and women’s perspectives on mate-finding in the
www.thaimate com website;

men and women’s perspectives on mate-finding which have
changed from the past;

men and women’s perspectives on how the Internet that has created
new expectations and outlook on mate-finding;

the transfer of action in mate finding from virtual reality to actual

reality and the characteristics which led to that transfer.

The research has these findings:

1.

The background of the www.thaimate.com website stems the effort to
solve a social problem for Internet users who have a habit of posting
messages seeking new friends in different websites. The
www.thaimate.com website was found on the objecti\}e to help Thai
people or subscribers to find friends or boyfriend/girlfriend with the
personality and characteristics as desired. Subscribers to the website
are divided into two groups: 1) general members (free of charge); and
2) special members (member fee of Bt299);

The webmaster of the www.thaimate.com website does not have a
cultural attitude regarding the website. The expectation is to employ
the Internet technology mainly as a business medium. Nevertheless,
the website does have rules that prevent members from moral
wrongdoing or violation of other members;

As for the webmaster’s attitude about the business side of the

website, he has studied about other foreign websites that focus on



mate selection and adapted his findings to the membership and
communication system of Thai society;

With regard to perspectives of men and women on mate-finding in
the www.thaimate.com website, they feel that this cyber-community
and the Internet have provided them with a chance to seek another
member who fits the qualification of their desire to become their
potential mate;

Accordingly, the perspectives of men and women on mate-selection
have changed from the past since now they are able to seek their
prospective mate by using the Internet, which enabled them to
specify qualifications and to seek anywhere anytime as desired;
Concerning the men and women’s perspectives on the Internet, they
feel that the Internet has created new expectations and perspectives
on mate-selection. Members of the www.thaimate.com website have
some expectations in their search for a potential mate .but they do not
have a definitive anticipation since they feel that it is still a matter of
destiny and compatibility;

The mate-finding in the www.thaimate.com website has transferred

from virtual reality to actual reality. Members who have made that
transfer do it rather quickly and for some, quite frequently. Reasons
for the transfer is that they want to see the actual person and do not
want to waste any time. Most members see nothing wrong with the

transfer;



The action that led to actual phenomenon in reality are when
members get married, become lovers or friends, or break up. But all
these phenomena depend on the decision-making of the members and
do not have anything to do with the community. This is because a
family is built from love and the members have to build that network

themselves.
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Meet your Match Anonymously and Securely, Locally or Internationally at Match.com Page 1 of 2

shedaTulasimgluiisdsyma (

> Detailed Search

> Usemame Search AngelicAquarian

> Quick Search ) )
> Keyword Search Stop in for a bit and say HI :-)
> Personality Search Age: 25

Location: Traverse City, MI, US
> My Matches Female seeking Male age 26 - 31
> Edit My Matches

> Search Options

Updateg! JennGirly Last Activity: Within 24 Hours

Fun loving girl seeks down to earth....
Age: 23
Location: Orando, FL, US
Female seeking Male age 22 - 30

[«

i email

me!
New! Lemon_Aide Last Activity: Within 24 Hours
I'm a little nervous about this...
Age: 25 ;
- Location: Idaho Falis, ID, US 9}‘

Female seeking Male age 25 - 30

e : e
" 447Club Med |

+ Turkaiee

News! Timber1979 Oniine Now!

_Teach me to play!
Age: 23

Location: Altoona, 1A, US ; 53;’?

Female seeking Male age 23 - 31 " ernai

News! Lyriah Last Activity  Within 24 Hours
_Devil in disguise

Age: 25 —

Location: Monmouth Juncti, NJ, US ‘ _:_,3;:

Female seeking Male age 24 - 29 R—"

Updated! RoniB78 Last Activity Within 24 Hours

Looking to meet new people

Age: 24 .

Location; Grass Valley, CA, US : :\.:3;' >

Female seeking Male age 25 - 32 S

New? dpacif30 Last Activizy' Within 24 Hours

no more games please
Age: 25

file://A:\Meet%20your%20Match%20Anonymously%20and%20Securely, %20Locally%20or... 3/1/2546




refine search

el

OUICK SEARCH BY NICKNAME

feea iy ladmgluaialsuna ( www.lavalife.com )

MEGGIE36
Lets explore life together, and help eachother understand our true
destinys

21 year old Female, located in RIVERSIDE, California, USA. I'm
Caucasian (White), a Libra and Christian (non-cathoiic). I'm 6'0" tall with a
fit body. I'm a social smoker. | drink socially. Last changed Aug 5, 2002.

FUN_SEXY_CHICA

i'm the one you're mom wamed you aboutl!!

20 year old Female, located in TORONTO, Ontario, Canada. I'm
Caucasian (White), a Sagittarius and Catholic. I'm 5'8" tall with an
average body. I'm trying to quit smoking. | drink socially. Last changed
Oct 28, 2002.

CHC
what is u plan for your life?

27 year old Female, located in TAIPEI, Taiwan. I'm Asian, a Scorpio and
non-religious. {'m 5'4” tall with a slim body. | don't smoke. | drink socially.
Last changed Oct 13, 2002.

TAMERDOLL
Looking for adventure

25 year old Female, located in OSHAWA, Ontario, Canada. I'm
Caucasian (White), a Leo. I'm 5'4" tall with an average body. | drink
socially. Last changed Dec 30, 2002.

New: 3 days ago.

GREENEYEDGIRL78
| think kids appreciate it when aduits treat them like people. Little,
stupid people who cry a lot.

24 year old Female, located in WATERLOO, Ontario, Canada. i'm
Caucasian (White), a Sagittarius and non-religious. I'm 5'9" tall with a slim
body. | don't smoke. Last changed Dec 13, 2002.

JENJEN81180
Sweet, Cute and Intelligent with a few Blond Moments Here and
Therel

22 year oid Female, located in BALTIMORE, Maryland, USA. I'm
Caucasian (White), a Leo and Catholic. I'm 5'4" tall with a fit body. [ don't
smoke. | drink socially. Last changed Nov 1, 2002.

GRUVYNUVY1
Mind if my parole officer tags along?

Page 1 of 2

= 10
SEARCH OPTIONS
ADWICE & POLL
MEMBER LOGIN
HELP

2

s de

FREE

Join today to experience
all lavalife has Lo offer

SINGLE? GET SCOOPED!
Sign up tor new: and
views from Lave

previes an issuel

7 http://www.Iavalife.com/120/guest/ie:arch.act?type=QUICK&g:ontext=adrr&sb=&tg=F&f =... 3/1/2546
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Website

» E-mail & Chat

Virtual
Community

Reality ( Organic Community )
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wuafa s Aeasnseaia ( Marketing Communication )
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_ Bangkok 10210
Tel: 0-2955-0099 ext. 7260, 7259, FAX: 0-2955-0300
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