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Thesis Title Discourse and Meaning Presentation of Beauty Culture by Beauty Business
and Thai Feminist
Name Chonlada Chanthem
Thesis Advisor Asst . Prof . Dr . Wilasinee Phiphitku
Department Development Communication
Academic Year 2003
ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study were to study the discourse and meaning presentation of
beauty culture by beauty business and Thai feminists, a communication process and the reflection of
both groups’ discourses through communicating a beauty culture. This qualitative research applied
interviewing technique of one beauty business and eight Thai feminists and discourse analysis of the
advertisements that appeared in various magazines and newspapers during the six months period
(January — June, 2002). The results of the study showed that;

1. Discourse and meaning presentation and Thai feminists were different depending on
the status of each group .The beauty business constructed discourse that was relevant and supported to
the general belief that beauty is the prime of every women. To keep body looks good would lead to the
happy life. While the Thai feminists constructed the contrary discourse by indicating or relating within
the myth of beauty. The feminists insisted that beauty should come from women’s own decision.

2. Communication process on beauty of beauty business and Thai feminists, showed
different coding system between encoder (the beauty business) and decoder (the Thai — feminists).
However, Thai feminists understood the meanings of the code but disagreed with it. The difference in
coding came from different background, experience, education, professional economic costs and
ideology of each group.

3. The reflections of discourse of beauty business and Thai feminist caused a
communication of culture beauty in which the value of beauty according to the beauty business and the

feminists were reproduced .
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