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ABSTRACT

The Private Higher Education Institute Act, B.E. 2546 (2003) has come into force
since October 31, 2549 (2006). In drafting the said Act, there were concepts viz.: more income
than expenses for the ongoing operation, education management with high quality, independent
and active administration of the private higher education institutes, education management to
enrich the country’s development and the equality between the State and private higher education
institutes. It is found that the enforcement of such Act cannot achieve all of its objectives. The
study includes all of the following aspects:

1. More income than expenses for the ongoing operation: The law prescribes that
the State shall have to provide the subsidy for the private higher education institutes. In doing so,
the State shall take participation in responsibility for public services provided by the private
sectors. More importantly, the State shall acknowledge the financial status of each institute and
shall promptly redress all problems. Therefore, the State should provide the subsidy for the
private higher education institutes and should also encourage the tax incentive measures;

2. Education management with high quality: This is the principle which can
achieve the objectives because the education management as per this Act shall apply the
curriculum standard as the controlling means for all of the curriculums which are available in
both State and private higher education institutes. In addition, this Act encourages the instructors
to promote their academic positions within the institutes. However, like the State higher education
institutes, the private higher education institutes should be imposed to establish the academic

council to supervise the academic quality and the educational qualifications of instructors should



be adjusted by stating that the instructors shall obtain the education which is not lower than the
Master degree or its equivalent;

3. Independent and active administration of the private higher education institutes
and the equality between the State and private higher education institutes: The activeness and
equality between the State and private higher education institutes are not equal as they should be.
However, what ought to be considered is that the status of private higher education institutes is
being private even though their activities are public service provision. Consequently, the
activeness should be prescribed in the law, but the equality may be difficult to do so. In this
regard, what the Sate should do is to encourage and support the certain activities which can
upgrade the status of the private higher education institutes and to repeal the recognition of
academic positions. In this regard, all included, the institutes shall be deemed to recognize
academic positions as the State higher education institutes always do;

4. Educational management to enrich the country’s development: The education
management by the private higher education institutes takes a crucial part in promoting and
supporting the country’s education management. Since the State cannot solely do so, the private
sectors have to help manage it. The support and encouragement as per the Private Higher
Education Institute Act, B.E. 2546 (2003) play very important roles for the private sectors to
provide the better education management. The State should encourage the private higher
education institutes to utilize the educational resources which have been invested by the State in
the State higher education institutes in order to lessen the burden of the private higher education
institutes. Moreover, the State should allocate the annual subsidy to the private higher education

institutes as well.
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