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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the scope of authority of the Election
Commission in not approving this election of Senators. This study was concerned with the senatorial
election on the 4" of March 2000. The reason the Election Commission gave for not approving such
lists was (hat these candidates cheated at the election. The query arises as to why the Election
Commission did not bring the cases before a Court of Law.

The research was conducted from documents and various data related to management
and methods dealing with the dishonest election practices in other countries. The recommendations of
the study are as follows:

1.The Election Commission can only proceed n a case provided they do not directly
allect the mdividual rights of any candidate.

2.In the case of handling dishonest election directly affecting the individual rights of
any candidate, the Elecuion Commission must sue the candidate in order that a Court judges the
alleged fraud and withdraws the eligibility ofsuch candidates if found guilty.

In comparing the management of the election of the 4" of March 2000 with the
management methods in other countries , the findings of this study are as follows. It should also be
noted these recommendations should be applied not only to senato.rial elections but to all levels of
ele.cled government.

1.When handling dishonesty in the election does not directly affect the individual right
of any candidate, the Election Commission should have absolute power to deal with such problems.
Also, some sections of the law related to elections should be amended to facilitate the operations of

Election Commission. This will lead to the efficient management of elections.




2.When handling dishonesty m the election directly affecting the mdividual nght of
any candidate, the Election Commission should bring the case to a Court of Law as only the Court has
the authority to judge whether the candidate is guilty or not. The Court can also disqualify the
application of such candidate while at the same time giving the candidate the full process of the law
to prove their innocence.

As elections must be called within a certain time frame and so as not to unjustly
disadvantage an accused candidate such cases should be heard and judged within this time frame. To
facilitate the above a special section of the Supreme Court should be set up and the rules and
regulation concerning investigation, evidence and procedures amended to guarantee completion of all
case prior to any elections.

If the aforementioned measures become effective, management of election fraud could

proceed with transparency, justice and efficiency.
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