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ABSTRACT

Mineral Act B.E. 2510 (1967) is regarded as the principle of faw on
prospecting and mining which has come into force for 43 years, although some
provisions of the Act were minor amended. However, the development of mining
industry in Thailand at present has extremely changed by focusing on prospecting and
mining in large size. There are prospecting and mining in several kinds of minerals
currently for example, potash, iron, gypsum, copper and goal. This is in order to be
used for Thailand's domestic industry and continual industry, namely, chemical fertilizer
producing industry, cement producing ind’ustry, and electronic industry.

The purpose of this Thesis is to study lega! principles and problems on the
Minerat Act B.E. 2510 relating prospecting and mining. The analyzing is made by
comparing with the foreign mineral laws of -Chili, Indonesia, The Philippines, Tanzania
and South Africa, which with the writer's viewpoints, are the countries which have
development in mineral laws targeting to support investment in private mining industry.
Additionally, the study is to pave the way to apply for amendment of mineral laws of
Thailand afterwards.

From the study of Mineral Act B.E. 2510, it is taken into account that the
objective of the Act is to control the prospecting and mining, and the large scale
discretion of competent officials, which are not to facilitate supporting and promoting the
mine operator. In addition, the unclear provisions cause problems on legal interpretation

which is also obstruction against private investment. The following are legal problems :




1. The insufficient surface for prospecting and mining.

2. The problems concerning protection of the rights of concessionaires.

3. The problems concerning protecting the prospecting data.

4. The problems concerning the renewal of prospecting and mining
CONCessions.

5. The problems concerning exploiting the land which are under other
government agencies' responsibilities.

The writer would like to submit the result of his study on the legal problems of
prospecting and mining according to the Mineral Act B.E. 2510, in order to have
amendment of the Act to facilitate support and promotion to mine operators as well as to
preclude question of interpretation as follows :

1. The surface and time duration on prospecting and mining should be
enlarged and extended.

2. The provisions in the mineral laws must be clear and restricted on
the excessive use of competent officials' discretion.

3. The rights of concessionaires for their prospecting and mining
activities should be protected.

4. Data obtained from prospecting and mining activities should be
protected.

5. The problem of overlapping powers of the government agencies

for control the prospecting and mining should be solved.
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