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Abstract

Local administration is a method of administration that is based on delegation of
administrative power from the central government to localities so that people in
communities are free, under the self-governing principles, to decide for themselves the
administrative policies, the local administration, finance and monetary policies as well as
participation of local people in administrative functions.

This thesis focuses on studying problems of local administration from the past
until the enactment of the constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.2540 which
contains provisions that are supposed to be remedies to the problems. A study is also
made into the enactments of organic laws which serve as supplementaries to the Thai
Constitution B.E. 2540.

The study reveals that local administration in the past was faced with problems
of lacking of freedoms to set up own administrative policies, to manage own personnel
administration, to set up own financial and monetary policies, and lacking proper
supervision. Several categories of local administrations also added up to complexity of
the probiems which, in turn, caused overapping of autﬁon’ties and lacking of
coordination. The Thai Constitution of B.E. 2540 stipulates the freedom of local
administrations in setting up own administrative policies, financial and monetary
policies, and personnel administrations. The Constitution specifies a government
agency to perform duties of delegating the authorities to local administrations and also
specifies the organization of |ocal administration structure that requires administrators
who come from direct election by local people and the supervision of local

administration work by representatives of the people. The Constitution also stipulates



that organic faws be enacted to supplement the provisions of the Thai Constitution B.E.
2540. Although such laws have been enacted, there are still problems of personnel
administration of the local administrations and problems about qualifications of
committee members that delegate authorities to local administrations, especially the
ones called “expert”. These experts were appointed to the committee in accordance
with the Act on Plan and Process in Delegating Administrative Power to Local Authorities
B.E. 2542. The organic faw on the committee that delegate authorities to local
administrations should be amended so that it specifies clearly qualifications of the
experts. There is also a suggestion that the committee responsible for delegation of
authorities be the agency that draft the organic law with regard to the diversion of
authorities and relationship between central government authorities and the local
administrations so that it supplements the intention of the Constitution and supports the
development of local administration organization into a larger and stronger organization.
The law should also be drawn up to reorganize the large local administrations so that
they become self-governing as desired by the local people and synchronize with the

provisions in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.2540.
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