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Thesis Background, authority and duty of the Senate under the
Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2540 (1997)

Name Pol. Capt. Amnart Chomchai
Thesis Advisor Associate Prof. Dr. Somkid Lertpaitoon
Co-Thesis Advisor Asst. Prof. Dr. Pornchai Luanchavee
Department Laws
Academic 1997

ABSTRACT

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 stipulates that the Senate
comprises two hundred members who are directly elected by the people in constituencies of
every province The Law also stipulates that the Senate is the main institution that monitors and
oversees how various organizations exercise their authorities. The Seunate is empowered to
remove and appoint administrators of any regulatory organization should it deem necessary.
Moreover, the Senate is given the duty of screening all laws that have passed the final reading
of the House of Representatives. The Constitution also prescribes many other duties and
authorities of the Senate.

The stipulation that requires all senators be elected by the people may cause problems
on their neutrality in removing and appointing administrators of various regulatory
organizations as some senators are expected to be under the influence of political parties. As a
result, the Senate may not be able t0 carry out its duties properly as prescribed by the
Constitution. Therefore, there should be some amendments to the Constitution with regard to
the process of selection of senators as well as other prescribed duties and authorities of
senators.

After making a comparative study on the past selection process and prescribed
authorities of senators in Thailand and those in foreign countries the author suggests that, in
order to enable the Senate to perform its duties as stipulated in the Constitution, thé selected
process of senators should be mixed, i.e., 100 senators are directly elected By the people, and
the other 100 senators are selected from people of various professions by the elected members

of the Senate.



With regard to the duties and authorities of senators, some amendments should be
made to the Constitution to empower senators to propose new laws, to make enquiries, to
propose for constitution amendments, and to request for the opening of the extraordinary
meeting session of the Parliament. Futhermore, the period of budgetary deliberation by the
Senate should be extended and the Senate should have more important role in monitoring the

issuance of the royal enactment by the Administration.
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