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ABSTRACT

The objective of tLhis study 1s to determine whether the
behavioral response of the teenagers in the reception homes of Bangkok
and its suburbs is in accord with the Uses and Gratifications of
information theory, this emphasizing the receiver’s active role is
selecting what information to receive , rather than being passive
consumers.In this study we will deal execlusively with aids information.

This study is a survey research, the data was collected via
questionnaires and direet interview. There were 230 l,eenagers aged
between 11-15 years, comprising bolh males and females, drawn from the
government, controlled reception homes of Bangkok and its suburbs, e.g.
Reception Home for Girls iPayathai), Reception Home for Boys (Pakkret),
Emergency Home for Girls. Those from private controlled reception honmes
are Foundalion for Petler Life of Children,Foundat.ion for Children
Development, and The Center for the Proteclionof Children’s Right.

The resnlt. of our sthdy showed that tLhe television was bLhe media
with which onr sample sroup was most teceplive to gids information. The

Lelevision coebined audiov and visual weans of information transmission,



15 readily accessible and comprehbensible, and hence enabling the
receiver Lo utilize the aids iInformation to his / her benefit. The
presenlation of ULhis informalion in forms of nusic, cartoons and
general entertainment contributed to the television’s being the most
salisfactory media in this regard.

Furthermore,the educational level and age positive]y correlated
with the level of aids knowledge in our study sawple, the higher the
educat.ional level, the greater the level of aids knowledge, similarly
the older the age group the more knowledgable they are about aids.
The well educated teenagers tend to be nmore apprehensive about aids,
wvhile the less educated teenagers are less so. Fear of aids will lead
to information seeking .in order to avoid contracting aids; this is
especially important din teenagers as certain activities such as sex,
drugs abuse, and child prostitution increased the teenagers risk for
contracting aids.

The teenagers are our sample population utilize the media and
the information contained therein in a goal-oriented manner. The most
obvious goal 1is for recreational purpose. The more entertaining the
presentation, the more receptive the teenagers are to the information.
The choice of the media and 1its contents strongy influence the
teenagers receplivily: this finding supporls the Uses and
Gralifications theory which states that Lhe receiver is actively and
selectively reseiving information sccording Lo Lhe receivers
oxpectation of bLhe level of satisfaction. In other words , the
receivers  arc  nol necessarily passively absorbing the media’s output
uncondilticiaiiy.

From ULLe resulbs  of our present investigation and a revieuw of

Lhe Yiterabiure. we can conelude Lhat in resolving the teenage problems



in the receplion hopes  of Bangkok and its suburbs, we pay close
attention Lo Lhe Leensser’s expectalions of the media. However the
real solubion less in eradicaling Lhe causes of these problems,not in
mapnipulating ULhe media , although the wedia is a valuable adjunct.
Therefore  we should concenirale on presenting family and social
problems by improving bthe economic , educational and environmental
conditions of the lower socioeconomic class,and resolving the existing
problems by equally distributing social services , constructing
sports centers, youth centers and curbing the potentially harmful
effects of the medias, while encouraging the media to be come socially
responsihle and to uphold ethical principles,i.e,by carefully
considering their possible effects upon the teenage consumers who
lack sufficient experience to differentiate the good from the bad .
The teenage problem is one din which the government as well as the
private sector must seriously join forces in resolving in order that

our teenagers may grow up to be responsible and useful adults and

contribute Lo our country’s future progress.
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*°Ibid, p.67.
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*71bid.
*®1bid.
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*®Lennart ¥eibull, "Structural Factors in Gratification," in

Media Gratifications Research Current ed. Earl e> rosengren, Lawrence A.

Wenner and Philip Palmgreen, Beverly-Hills: Sage, 1985, pp.123-147.
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