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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study reading behavior, content need
as well as uses and gratifications of students in Bangkok concerning daily
newspapers. Five hundred and six samples are selected from both public and
private universities. Data collectionis done by means of questionnaire, Data
g'nalysis is based on SPSS prohram, percentage and chi-square. Following are
the conclusive results :

1. Daily newspaper reading behavior

Most students—male or female, first year to fourth year, from any
discipline (humanities, social sciences or sciences), read daily newspapers (97 %
of the respondents). Most of them read at home, every day, one issue per day
and about 30 minutes at a time, But the reading hours are not fixed, depending
on available time. They read interesting news, followed by other news. Their
families are mostly subscription members.

The chi-square test to prove the hypothesis does not show the
differences between genders, academic years and disciplines regarding their
reading habits, except reading modes among students of different academic years,

(Significance level = .05)



2. The contents they read and they need from the daily newspapers

It is found that most students read and need official news, sport news,
women's news, service news and advertisements at medium level.

They read economic new, political news, education news and folk—style
news at medium level as well, but they need them (want them more) at high
level.

The social news are both read and needed at high level.

But the entertainmant news, as will as the articles and criticism, satiric
cartoons and documentaries, are read at high level and needed at uppermost level.

The chi—square test to prove the hypothesis shows the differences among
genders regarding the reading and the need of economic news, political news,
sport news, flok—-style news, women's news, articles and criticism, novels, satiric
cartoons, and entertainment news. (significance level = .05)

The reading of the social news is different among the genders.

The reading of service news are different among various disciplines.
(significance = .05)

3. Uses and gratifications from the daily newspapers

Most students (all variables) agree that the daily newspapers are
necessary to their lives, inform them more about the current national affairs and
give them entertainment and recreation.

What they want most is that the daily newspapers improve the
presentation of the news so that it would not create the divisiveness.

What they want at lower level is that the dailies investigate into the
depth of the issues, are not the instrument of any person or party, and employ
only the writers who are experts in the related field.

Regarding the events in December 1994, which have become news on

the first page, it is found that most students (all variables) read the news related



to the monk Phra Yantra at the uppermost level. Their reasons are that it is
disturbing to the religious institution and it would degrade the people's faith in
Buddhism.

The students are satistied with the presentation of the news. They think
that it should be presented and it has the strongest impact on the attitude change
about politics. But they assess that the news is of little use to themselves.

The chi-square test, to see the differences among the samples cohcerning

theit. Uses and gratifications from the dailies, does not show any difference.
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9 4 72 41 11 1 1 - | 126
(142) | (81 22 | (2 | (2 (24.9)
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(18.8) | (12.1) (14) | (4) | (2 | (&) (334
294 165 33 | 8 5 3 506
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(1.8) (8) |(11.1)| (125) | (1.2) | (5.5) ] (.6)|(33.4)
[
28 14 140 207 28 83 6 506
AIN
] (5.5) (2.8) [(27.2)| (40.9) | (55) |(16.4)((1.2)| (100)
S N R N N



46

NNTRA 9 wrinind@mniifiungudassdnilvgifinginssunsammide
Fuvinehilasmsaniansgmihsilsuddegsugmdy 9 snfigaiidnnuy 207 au
aauiludonar 40.9 uaniiofansancmulaina HEAGHY wasanaicn wunaudaiy
wazwuInindnwmdsinuu 108 au dafhiasa: 21.3 dndnwsulli 3 o 58
au Amihderas 11.5 inAnnaendaumansanuiu 75 au Aofluspea: 14.8
wgHnssumIsumisdofaviseulesmssnuawsinimhallauddess gty -
LULAEINY

SmsuMINadaL X2 ipgANNUANEIINENYATM  UsIngIwuamu
wonereTwinsiifiGen AU sewumivEeRnweil fssduanuiinéndy .05

L6 LHWUANHULOANANTENTNINA  Wazanaizn Numnlsaanan



& o & o W v a s
2.2 LUanINeIu LA LDYNNEDIN TN ED NN T

MmN 10

MUIUUALTIHRSYNNTANU  BATANNADINITZNISIYNS

8 4 1hu . o | L 2
FOWNN NNga | ann U , 97U X
AENAS nan nan | aay
a 11 47 96 53 25 21 253 | 8.66
o (2.2) (9.3) (19.0) (10.5) | (4.9) | (4.2)| (50.0)
MBS 13 50 100 48 25 17 | 253 | 6.60
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2 7 29 102 70 29 16 253
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i1 ) (:6) (28 | (103) | (67) | (26) | (1.8)] (24.7)
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(.8) (4.9) (10.9) (5.5) | (2.0) | (L.OY| (25.1)
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5 3 (.8) (4.0) (10.5) (5.7) | (2.8) | (1.6)| (25.3)
M 6 23 58 26 8 7 128
(1.2) (4.5) (11.5) (5.1) | (1.6) | (1.4)]| (25.3)
. Y 8 22 42 32 11 11 126
I 4 (1.6) (4.3) (8.3) (6.3) | (2.2) | (2.2)] (24.9)
ADINS 9 24 42 28 11 12 126
(1.8) (4.7) (8.3) (5.5) | (2.2) | (24)| (24.9)
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