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ABSTRACT

“Communication to induce HIV/AIDS Infected Individuals Towards Supramundane
States™ had three objectives: 1) to analyze the communication process to induce HIV/AIDS infected
individuals towards supramundane states at the Buddhist temples Wat Pa Srimonkol and Wat
Phrapatnumphu 2) to analyze the presentation of meanings for the practice of Buddhist dharma by
HIV/AIDS Infected Individuals; 3) to develop a healing communication model. The researcher
employed a descriptive life cycle concept for a comparative study that included field observation
and interviews at Wat Pa Srimonkol over a period of nine months, January — September 2012 and
at Wat Phapatnumphu for seven months, September 2012 — March 2013

The research Found Communication to induce HIV/AIDS infected individuals
Towards Supramundane States, communication of the dharma and mundane, language of the
dharma to east the spirit, and internal communication as a form of merit making for the HIV/AIDS
infected individuals. The communication process at the two Buddhist temples could induce the
HIV/AIDS infected individuals to escape from the domination of ‘sin’ and encourage them to work
to experience supramundane states of mind. Still the HIV/AIDS infected individuals were unable
to achieve their goal through the communication process employed at the two temples. Still, it could

induce them to become faithful devotees who would practice the dharma.



n

A comparison was conducted for the results collected at the two temples to develop a
communication model that includes mind healers, communication healing channels, dharma for
healing spirit, HIV/AIDS infected individuals who are treating themselves. In addition, the
communication model includes qualities that contribute to enlightenment, which can help provide
direction to the practice that will lead to surpamundane states. Thus, the communication model is
based on the basic model: Source-Message-Channel-Receiver (S-M-C-R-E).

Communication with HIV/AIDS infected individuals should be communication that
can ease the spirit of the addict. It must address each HIV/AIDS infected individuals’s suffering
that damages their spirit even more than damaging and causing pain to the body. Once the spirit’s
suffering can be alleviated, physical pain will as well. They will thus become a stronger person.
This can all be possible by HIV/AIDS infected individuals studying and practicing the teachin gs of

the dhama, and should therefore be employed by modern medical practitioners in their treatments.
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