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Abstract

This thesis aims at studying the problems deriving from the enactment of legal
measures to provide education for young adult prisoners in Thailand by means of comparison
with the legal measures in foreign countries. According to the law in Thailand, it is stipulated
that young adult offenders, in the age range of 18 to 25 years, who are first offenders, must be
separated from those who have been convicted of other crimes, and when detaining young adult
prisoners, it is important to take their education and special training into consideration. However,
it was found from this study that current procedures are not involved with the specific educational
needs of young adult prisoners and that there are a number of problems in the educational process
because correctional institutions are not educational institutions so they do not have educational
programmes of their own. Therefore, they have to depend on educational programmes from
outside institutions which work in cooperation with the correctional institution. This results in
their being unable to come up with an efficient and correct way of teaching that can meet the
objectives of the detention whose aim is to adjust, remedy, rehabilitate and correct the behaviour
of young adult prisoners to enable them to live their lives in the future without repeating the same
offence again.

The problems in Thailand are compared with those in foreign countries, for example
in Japan, where the punishment of young offenders is conducted through the stipulation of “The
Juvenile Training School Law,” which is applicable to young offenders from the age of 14 years
to those who are not over 26 years old and specifies different stages and rights as the principles
underlying the treatment of young adult offenders, which aims to change and restore them to a

normal life. A correctional institution is organized in the form of a training school to properly



educate the offenders enabling them to them to live in groups under a disciplined regime and
instilling in them a sense of self-reliance that will allow them to adjust themselves to normal life
after they have completed their term of punishment.

In England, the punishment process of young offenders is enforced by the Young
Offender Institution Rules 2000 prescribed for offenders who are 18 to 20 years old. It aims to
help these young adult prisoners to return to society and to prevent them from imitating adult
prisoners who have been imprisoned for a long time. It also aims to correct and rehabilitate
young adult prisoners through giving them education and professional training as tools for job
opportunities.

For this reason, it is appropriate that a correctional institution which specifically
provides an education for young adult prisoners be established and the law relating to the
educational system for young adult prisoners be improved to ensure that any education and
training is in accordance with the guidelines for the improvement and development of the

behaviour of young adult prisoners.
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** The Power of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 Section 89

“Restriction on imposing imprisonment on persons under 21.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, no court shall—

(a) pass a sentence of imprisonment on a person for an offence if he is aged under
21 when convicted of the offence; or

(b) commit a person aged under 21 to prison for any reason...”.

* The Power of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 Section 93

“Duty to impose custody for life in certain cases where offender under 21.

Where a person aged under 21 is convicted of murder or any other offence the
sentence for which is fixed by law as imprisonment for life, the court shall sentence him to
custody for life unless he is liable to be detained under section 90 above”.

 The Power of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 Section 94

“Power to impose custody for life in certain other cases where offender at least 18
but under 21.

(1) Where a person aged at least 18 but under 21 is convicted of an offence—

(b) for which a person aged 21 or over would be liable to imprisonment for life,

the court shall, if it considers that a sentence for life would be appropriate, sentence him to

custody for life...”.
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*' The Power of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 Section 95

“Custody for life: place of detention.

(1) Subject to section 22(2)(b) of the Prison Act 1952 (removal to hospital etc.), an
offender sentenced to custody for life shall be detained in a young offender institution unless a
direction under subsection (2) below is in force in relation to him.

(2) The Secretary of State may from time to time direct that an offender sentenced

to custody for life shall be detained in a prison or remand centre instead of a young offender
institution”.
% The Power of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 Section 97

“Term of detention in a young offender institution, and consecutive sentences.

(4) Where—

(a) an offender is convicted of more than one offence for which he is liable to a
sentence of detention in a young offender institution, or

(b) an offender who is serving a sentence of detention in a young offender
institution is convicted of one or more further offences for which he is liable to such a sentence,

the court shall have the same power to pass consecutive sentences of detention in a
young offender institution as if they were sentences of imprisonment.

(5) Subject to section 84 above (restriction on consecutive sentences for released
prisoners), where an offender who—

(a) is serving a sentence of detention in a young offender institution, and

(b) is aged 21 or over,

is convicted of one or more further offences for which he is liable to imprisonment,
the court shall have the power to pass one or more sentences of imprisonment to run

consecutively upon the sentence of detention in a young offender institution...”.
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% The Power of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 Section 99

“Conversion of sentence of detention or custody to sentence of imprisonment.

(3) ..., the portion of the term of detention in a young offender institution imposed
by the sentence of detention in a young offender institution which he has already served shall
be deemed to have been a portion of a term of imprisonment...”.

* From Prison Law Text and Materials (pp.147-148), By Stephen Livingstone & Tim Owen,
1993, New York:OxFord University Press.

% Prison Law Text and Materials (p.267). Op.cit.
st

* Latest amendment came info force 1 January 2010

*" The Young Offender Institution Rules 2000 Rule 3
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