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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted with an objective to study and analyze the Occupational
Safety, Health, and Environment Act of Thailand in order to identify problems in this law in
terms of occupational safety management, and derive solutions for solving the identified
problems. The in-depth analysis on this law are expected to reveal whether the law of Thailand is
appropriate to be used as a tool for solving problems regarding occupational safety, health, and
environment. In addition, the research also investigated whether and how this law can help
reducing number of accidents, injuries, or illness related to working. The analysis was conducted
based on guidelines and treaties of the International Labor Organization (ILO) regarding
occupational safety, health, and environment. This research also studied occupational safety,
health and environment laws of some foreign countries namely the United States, Canada, Japan,
and Singapore in order to compare with this Thai law. Findings from this comparison will be used
as guidelines for improving the law of Thailand.

After having studied and analyzed this law thoroughly and in detail, it was found that,
despite having been enforced for protecting safety-at-work of employees, this Thai law still has
some defects. Such defects might lead to misinterpretation due to ambiguity of the law. These
defects involve with, for example, the vague definition of the word “workplace”; the boundary or
limit of enforcement of this law for governmental sector in the central part, the regional part, and
the local part; the enforcement of this law on other sectors according to specifications in the
ministry regulations; roles, responsibilities, and rights of employees as well as other persons
deemed to involve with occupational safety, health, and the environment; authority and

responsibility of safety inspectors and the many governmental organizations that have duties to



administer and manage issues regarding occupational safety, health, and environment; etc. These
issues become troublesome due to either ambiguous or missing definitions/explanations in the
law. Consequently, enforcement of this law may become unjustifiable, and the real intention of
the law may be distorted.

This research therefore proposes some solutions or measures for solving such
problems and improving the law by means of revision, modification, or adding some important
statements or provisions so that the Occupational Safety, Health, and Environment Act is more
complete, if not perfect. For example, definitions and meanings of “workplace” should be made
more comprehensive and clearer. Rights, obligations, and responsibilities of employees as well as
those of producers, importers, procurers, and installers of machines and equipments in the
workplace should also be emphasized. Last but not least, roles, power, and responsibilities of
officers and responsible organizations working on occupational safety, health, and environment

should be revised or modified for stronger unity and better administration.
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" Section 3. Workplace Safety and Health Act (Chapter 345A).

" Section 28 (2). Occupational Health and Safety Act R.S.0. 1970
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