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ABSTRACT

The agricultural sector in Thailand plays an important role in nurturing the lives of
the Thais because it produces food to feed the whole population and agricultural products are
exported to create incomes to the country. Labor in the agricultural sector is involved with
hard work that is done outdoors and requires long hours. However, certain kinds of
labor in the agricultural sector, particularly in cultivating, fisheries, forestry and husbandry,
which do not need laborers all year round and do not include other types of work, do not
guarantee security in the lives of laborers in the same way as other kinds of work in the
agricultural sector that require employment all year round. If legal relations between
employers and employees in both types of employment are considered, it will be seen that
they share the same kind of legal relations. However, employees in the agricultural sector
that does not require labor all year round and does not include other types of work will not be
protected by social security law.

This thesis aims to study and analyze the limitation in the enforcement of social
security on the labor in the agricultural sector, concerning planting, fisheries, forestry and
husbandry, which does not require employers to hire laborers all year round and the employers do
not include other types of work in the job. The thesis will also study legal measures of the
International Labor Organization (ILO) and international laws that are related to the
agricultural sector in order to obtain ways to correct Thai laws to make them more

effective.



The study has found that employees in the agricultural sector, concerning
planting, fisheries, forestry and husbandry, which does not require employers to hire
laborers all year round and the employers do not include other types of work in the job,
are not protected by social security according to Article 4(6) in Social Security Act, 2533 B.E.
but they come under the Decree on Specifying Employees according to Article 4(6) in
Social Security Act, 2533 B.E. and 2545 B.E. in Article 4 (5) However, employees in
the agricultural sector who are employed all year round are protected by social security law.
This creates unfairness and inequality in society. The International Labor Organization and
international laws all emphasize the importance and the protection of labor in the agricultural
sector.

This thesis has proposed solutions to the problems to enable laborers in
the agricultural sector, who are not employed all year round and whose employers do not
include other types of work in the job, to be protected by Social Security Act, 2533 B.E. by
cancelling the Decree on Specifying Employers according to Article 4(6) in Social
Security Act, 2533 B.E. and 2545 B.E. in Article 4 (5). An act should be issued to specify
the allocation of supplementary fund and appropriate fringing benefits for laborers in
the agricultural sector so that they will be protected in the same way as laborers in
the agricultural sector who are employed all year round. This will create equality and
fairness to the labor of the same kind, which will subsequently enforce the law which is

efficient and coincides with the principle of social security.
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