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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the legal issue of equality for ex-convicts in
Thailand. The study covered the systems, and provisions of constitution, actsdl as well as relevant
rules and regulations both domestics and international in order to study the consistency of legal
measures in regards to the principles of equality in Thailand in compare-son to the international
legal standards, and also to find appropriate legal measures to improve or amend the laws relating
to the aforementioned principles of equality which eventually will help resolve the issue of
equality in the society.

The study showed that the current constitution (Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2550) places importance on the principle of equality before the law and ~ human
dignity, and also clearly state the fair and just protection of the right of the under-privileged.
However, in reality the practice of protection of the right of underprivileged only apply to some
groups of people, for example, children, people with disabilities, and the elderly, but a certain
group of people are still being ignored by the state and the public, the “ex-convicts”.

The state and the public usually have negative attitude towards the ex-convicts,
branding these people as being evil or bad and shall not be receiving any good opportunity from
the society even after they served their full sentences by law. Therefore, regardless of the
preparation by the Department of Corrections for the convicts to be released as a good quality
member of the society by providing occupation or job training as well as the opportunity for

educations, the ex-convicts have not benefited from these preparations in any way.



The states by the Department of Corrections has always carried out the aforemen-
tioned measures. But for other state agencies, their rules or legal provisions specify the
qualifications of the persons to be selected for works or study that the candidates shall not have
criminal records, for example, the qualification of the person entering civil service under the
provision of the Civil Service Act B.E. 2551, qualification of the person to be appointed as state
enterprise officer under the Standard Qualifications for the Directors and Employee of State
Enterprise B.E. 2518, Attorneys Act B.E. 2528, or the Rules of Thammasart University
concerning the Undergraduate Study B.E. 2540, these of which clearly in contradictory with the
principles of equality before the law. Evidently, in the part of state agencies, other than the laws
which clearly in contradiction to the principles of equality, sometimes these laws also in conflict
in practice.

The writer, therefore, wish to propose for amendment of the laws which are in
contradictory with the principle of equality before the law to be in accor-dance with the provision
of the constitution, and shall establish the laws  prohibit-ting discriminations in order to achieve
equality and fairness in the society, inclu-ding for the ex-convicts, and once the changes apply to
the state agencies, the private sectors should follow such steps and change the attitudes which will
be the beginning of true opportunity for the ex-convicts according to the principle of equality

before the law.
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