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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze problems concerning child labor working in a performing
art by studying on definition, nature of work, and legal measures concerning child labor
protection of the International Labor Organization (ILO) and of foreign countries. This study
greatly focuses on a comparative study between child labor protection in Thailand under the
Labor Protection Act B.E. 2541 (1998) and international standard and foreign laws. The foreign
laws taken as subjects of this study are the laws of New York, New Mexico Law of the United
States, Hong Kong, Australia and Japan. This thesis examines various issues on child labor
protection in performing art such as a minimum age, working hours, a child performer’s permit,
a care taker during working, medical checkup, child performer’s safety, a child performer’s own
income account, etc. The objective is to elaborate positive and negative points as well as any
differences which should be used as a guideline for drafting an appropriate child labor protection
law which can effectively protect children.

The study finds that the Child Labor Chapter under the Labor Protection Act B.E.
2541 (1998) cannot fully cover child labor in every kind of works; therefore, there have been
problems regarding child labor in those uncovered fields. The Labor Protection Act B.E. 2541
(1998) cannot efficiently solve these problems including performing art. When applying the labor
protection law with performing art, there are many issues. Performing art has to imitate each
character’s way of life. It is necessary to have performers in different ages. As a result, a child
involves with a play. Working hours, thus, should be specified in accordance with such child’s
age. Moreover, there should be labor control by issuing a permit to each child performer.

Welfares should be provided to child performers. There should be a care taker, medical checkup,



safety protection and child’s income account protection. At present, neither Thai labor protection
law nor the ILO’s standard specifically has a child labor protection on performing art.
Consequently, foreign laws on child labor protection regarding performing art have to be
analyzed in order to propose a specific law on child labor protection regarding performing art.
This thesis, hence, proposes to pass a labor protection law on performing art. The
covered issues should include a minimum age for performing art, working hours, a child
performer’s permit, a care taker during working, medical checkup, child performer’s safety, and
a child performer’s own income account in order to be concrete and practically and efficiently

enforceable.
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http://www.business.vic.gov.au/BUSVIC/STANDARD/PC_60947.html
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