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ABSTRACT

Corruption in government is a chronic problem in Thailand. In the past the most
common forms of corruption were bribes demanded by government officials in exchange for
services, provided chiefly to businesses, and the misuse of government property for personal gain.
Nowadays, corruption is much more pervasive, forming a network that seriously threatens the
fabric of Thai society. This is despite repeated efforts by previous governments to adopt legal
measures to prevent and suppress such practices.

One of the earliest measures to fight public-sector corruption was an establishment
in 1974 of the Office of the Commission of Counter-Corruption (OCCC). With the Prime
Minister as the director, the commission was charged with preventing and suppressing corruption
by public officials. A year later, in 1975, the Counter Corruption Commission Act B.E. 2518
called for the establishment of the Office of the Commission of Counter-Corruption as an
administrative agency with the status of a department under the control of the Office of the Prime
Minister and under the supervision of the Prime Minister. Headed by the Secretary General,
OCCC had as its mission to make policy recommendations to the Cabinet for effectively
preventing and suppressing corruption in the government sector. The office was also empowered
to conduct investigations into alleged instances of government malfeasance.

However, these measures failed to stem the problem of government corruption, the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 (1997) contained articles providing for the
measurement to oversee the use of government power and setting up the Office of the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) as a neutral, independent commission with clearly defined
responsibilities under an organic law concerning the prevention and suppression of government-

sector corruption B.E. 2542 (1999). Even though the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
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B.E. 2540 (1997) was later rescinded by Announcement No. 3 of the Council for Democratic
Reform under Constitutional Monarchy (CDRM) declared of September 19, 2006, but CDRM
declared the Announcement No. 19 in order to enact the prevention and suppression of
government-sector corruption B.E. 2542 (1999) and on September 30, 1999, Announcement
No. 31 outlined oversight methods intended to make the work of the Office of the National Anti-
Corruption Commission more efficient. Under this announcement, the Commission was
authorized to appoint officials to conduct hearings and investigations, gather material evidence,
conclude cases and submit their findings to the Commission, which could then decide to refer
these findings back to the original body for further action.

In 2007, when a new Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand was ratified, it
stipulated that the National Anti-Corruption Commission was to play a pivotal role in overseeing
the use and misuse of government power. The Commission was empowered to inspect property
and investigate the actions which involve with any conflicts of interest; deprive someone from
their posts; pursue criminal proceedings against individuals holding political positions, and
oversee in general the ethical behavior of politicians and government officials. Article 250(3)
of the national Constitution also stipulates that the National Anti-Corruption Commission is
responsible for preventing and suppressing acts of corruption by high-ranking politicians and
government officials. The Commission is authorized to conduct investigations and judgments
concerning to the acts of malfeasance committed by government officials or civil servants with
a position of head of division or higher. In this regard, the Ministry of Justice subsequently
proposed that an administrative body be set up to specifically take responsibility for preventing
and suppressing government-sector corruption and to serve as a coordinating center for all relevant
government agencies. This administrative body would also be charged with setting measures to
enable the administrative division and responsible for preventing and suppressing corruption at
the executive level to proceed more efficient and more comprehensive manner. Therefore,
Executives Measures in Anti-Corruption Act B.E. 2551 (2008) was enacted to authorize the Office
of Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC) to conduct investigations and pass judg-
ment on cases of corruption involving government officials holding positions lower than or

equivalent to division director.
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From the above shows that over the years, as in many other countries around the
world, Thailand has repeatedly passed legislation and created agencies, reflecting the social and
political context of the time, which were intended to prevent and suppress government-sector
corruption. In Thailand, these agencies have been both independent and specially created to target
corruption at the executive level. Nevertheless, there have been numerous problems and obstacles,
and in response, regular efforts have been made to amend the law and improve the agencies
charged with preventing government misbehavior. These efforts remain ongoing at present. Yet,
the extent to which any measures prove effectiveness in combating government corruption
similarly depends on public participation. Therefore, the government should be encouraged greater
public involvement or give higher priority to public participation in anti-corruption activities than

has been the case in the past.
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