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ABSTRACT

Social security system is one of the crucial policies for almost all governments in the
world and it has been implemented in most countries to cover the risk and provide security for
their citizen from cradle to grave. Social security system is a kind of system of redistribution of
wealth between the members. In general, all governments will primarily emphasize on labour in
formal sector before extending such coverage to worker in informal sector. One of the key
successes of social security system is to achieve universal coverage system for all citizens.

Health insurance is one of the alternates for transferring ones’ risks to the others.
Health insurance is not a practice limited to private sector but it is also used by governments to
provide health insurance for their people and it can be categorized in the form of health security
and social security fund.

Determination of medical expenses under social security law is intended the insured
persons to be calculated under lump sum basis where the social security office will determine
such lump sum to be paid to medical facilities or hospitals joined in the project with social
security office and also the hospitals with which the insured persons has registered and designated
in their privilege card. Payment will be made on respective case or total number of the insured
persons registering with such hospitals. On the other hand, health insurance in private sector will
apply payment on actual expenses basis but not exceeding the amount specified in the schedule.
The extent of coverage to be enjoyed by the insured will depend on the insured amount agreed

upon between the insured and the insurance company.




Il

From the study focusing on problems on determining medical expenses under social
security law comparing with health insurance under health insurance policy in private sector, it .
indicated that problems on determining medical expenses under social security system root from
many restrictions in exercising the right for maintaining the insured person’s health such as
specifically designating the medical facilities to be sought for medical services, yearly lump sum
of budget and thus prevent the insured persons from fully enjoying their right for their health. It is
therefore necessary to have legislation or regulation specifically defining medical expenses to be
changed from lump sum basis to actual expenses basis as implemented in Japan and the
Philippines in order to truly establish appropriate and fair system for the insured persons.

The author has proposed recommendations that social security law should be
reviewed with respect to determination of medical expenses, that is, to be changed from lump
sum basis to actual expenses basis as implemented in Japan and the Philippines. The possible
approach may be done by amending the Announcement of the Social Security Office regarding
determination of compensation for medical expenses, allowing the insured persons to choose
medical facilities by their own choice and to be able to seek for medical services from any
medical facilities joined in the project with Social Security Office by amending the
Announcement of the Social Security Office regarding determining standard of medical facilities
to provide services to the insured persons and also amending the Ministerial Rule related to
determining contributions rate to social security fund for compensation in case of injury or illness,
childbirth, disability and death. These are intended to establish better appropriateness and faimess
and to optimize benefit for the insured persons either those insured persons with lower income or
those in need of exercising the right under social security law to create fairness in the society and
to pursue the goal of social security law aiming at redistributing the wealth between the insured
persons and to bring about development in social security law in Thailand to meet international

standard.
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A15197 3.1 A5 190ATUIUAUND
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