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ABSTRACT

At present, the society has been continuously developed and grown. People try to
seek the facilities to satisfy their life. Therefore, the consumers have to consume the products or
get the services from the entrepreneurs more. Some entrepreneurs, however, take advantage and
violate the rights of the consumers. While the industrial factories are more expanded with modern
technology to enhance the productivity, the entrepreneurs do not pay appropriate attention to the
safety of consumers and environmental impact. As a result, the environment has been destroyed
whereas the consumers’ health is impaired. The problems either related to the consumer
protection or environmental cases are the disputes, which affect the public entity and many
people. Such cases are caused by the similar dispute with the same witnesses. Many cases have
been brought to the court accordingly. In Thailand, it can be seen that the cases related to the
consumer protection and environment usually affect the poor people because they cannot afford
to employ the private attorney to sue against the entrepreneurs. According to these reasons
mentioned earlier, this thesis has the objective to apply the principles of class action, used in the
countries with common law system, in the Civil Procedure Code to enhance the efficiency of the
justice process.

According to the study, the class action has been most successfully used in the United
States. For the American class action, the private attorneys play the great role to provide the
beneficial performance for the group members. Motivated by the great sum of fee, the private
attorneys work hard to maintain the benefits of the clients. In Thailand, the cases related to the

consumer protection or environment, which affect the public entity and people, have been



increased. The public prosecutors act as the lead counsel for the plaintiff in the civil cases to sue
for the damage on behalf of the state or damaged people. Thus, if the principles of the class action
are applied to the cases related to the consumer protection or environment, the efficiency of the
civil procedure can be achieved in compliance with the established goal rapidly, conveniently and
fairly. Although the class action was originated and used in the United States where the private
attorneys act as the lead counsel, it can be applied to the cases related to the consumer protection
and environment in Thailand as well. The public prosecutor then will act as the lead counsel to
perform the cases related to the consumer protection and environment. To enhance the efficiency
of the performance of the public prosecutor as the lead counsel and to provide the highest benefits
for the public, it is advised that the responsibilities of the public prosecutor as the lead counsel in
the class action suit must be clearly enacted to support the law enforcement. In addition, the
attorney incentives like the fund for the class action procedure should be established whereas the
fund committee is assigned to take care of the expenses. When the case is achieved and
completed, the public prosecutor as the lead counsel will be rewarded. The reward is then put in
the fund for the class action expenses without any requirement in terms of the national budget. As
a result, the public prosecutor can perform the duty best not only to maintain the justice but also

to maintain the benefits of the state and people although there is no reward for the case procedure.
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