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The objective of the study of the Protection of Maritime Interests in case of the Naval Officer
Authority is to study the maritime zones or boundaries and its legal status including rights,duty and
obligations of Thailand, to study the laws concerning the naval officer authority to suppress crimes at sea
together with the law enforcement , and to study the problems of law enforcement to protect maritime national

interests in order to find the solutions and lead to adjust the Act of the Naval Officer Authority to Suppress

Some Crimes at Sea.

This study is a documentary research comprising the documentary survey and field survey by

studying,analysing,collecting all data from various text books and official papers,and interviewing

The Protection of Maritime National Interests :

A Case Study on the Naval Officer Authority

On the Naval Officer Authority

Lieutenant Senior Grade Pornprom Changwithee

Professor Dr. Phaisith Phipatanakul
Associate Professor Dr. Poom Chokmoh

Laws

2004

ABSTRACT

authorities concerned with the protection of maritime national interests.



From the study and research, it was found that the sea area has been stipulated and classified by
the law of the sea, an international law generally called maritime zones. In each zone the coastal state has the
rights,duty,and obligations differently starting from the Internal Water, the Territorial Sea both of which are
coastal state’s territory. The next extending areas orderly are the Contiguous Zone,the Exclusive Economic
Zone, the Continental Shelf, and the High Seas all of which are not the territory of the coastal state. It was
further found that at such areas there are many types of crimes and illegal activities such as a fishing-
smuggling by foreign vessels, a piracy, a goods and drug-smuggling,an oil,waste-dumping, an oil transferred
and smuggling committed at almost all sea areas. The naval officers are assigned to protect national interests
,and to protect and suppress crimes occurred at sea. To take such action the naval officers have been using
their authority from the Act of the Naval Offficer Authority to Suppress Some Crimes at Sea B.E.2490
(Amended in B.E.2534) and from other acts concerning to prevent crimes at sea. From the mentioned act, the
naval officer has a power in ascertaining, inquiring,acting up on present situation , enforcing the captain and
crews, checking on the ship,arresting or keeping in custody the crews,and seizing the ship. In addition, they
can use all measures to prevent and suppress the crimes and exercise their authority in case there are any
suspects of illegal acts or breaking the law at sea effecting to national interests. Moreover, it was found
significantly that there are many loop-holes and limitations of the Act of the Naval Officer Authority to
Suppress Some Crimes at Sea B.E.2490 (Amended in B.E.2534) in the area that the said act does not state
authority of naval officer to prevent and suppress many crimes directly effecting national interest and security
occurred at sea beyond the Territorial Sea. Besides, the naval officer stipulated under the act is limited only to
be the Commissioned Officers of the Royal Navy whose in practice are not enough to carry their duty, and
the lack of the Non-commissioned Officers. There are some problems on inquiring,keeping incustody of
culprit of alleged offenders as well as the difficulty of investigation process,arresting,seizing or collecting
evidences concerned,and keeping an exhibits.The said defects and limitations lead to the inefficiency to

suppress crimes at sea directly effecting to the Thai national interests and security.

To fully protect our interests,the Act of the Naval Officer Authority to Suppress Some Crimes at
Sea B.E.2490 (Amended in B.E.2534) must be amended at least in some aspects that, firstly. the provision
must be extended to enforce to all crimes committed at all sea areas or zones that Thailand has the rights to

issue its law to enforcement according with the law of the sea and the international law. Secondly, concerning



with the authority of the naval officer,the provision also shall be amended to assign the power to all officers
who work in the battleships of the Royal Thai Navy and allow them having authority to search and to arrest
without the warrant. And lastly,the new provision shall stipulate clearly to authority of the naval officer to
inquire the culprits or accused and the time to keeping in custody of culprit of alleged offenders in the
provision shall be extended in case of force majeure. Such amendment shall effect to improve efficiency of

the naval officer to suppress the crime at sea and to protect national interests in the next future.
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1.1 druungly (Internal Waters)
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