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Abstract

This research is a qualitative study, using in-depth interview, focus group discussion
and participatory observation as main methodologies in data collection. There are three sample
groups for the study as follows: 1) local people who are subdivided into two smaller groups —
local group who are involved in the organization of the naga fireballs ritual and those who have
no involvement in the naga fireballs ritual; 2) interest groups; and 3) local and foreign tourists.
The objective of the study is to study the following: a) the giving of meaning and reason for
existence of the naga fireballs ritual; b) the dividing line between religious beliefs and science in
the way the samples relate to naga fireballs ritual; ¢) negotiation methods of local people who
participate in the naga fireballs ritual and their expectation about the ritual’s existence amidst the

ongoing currents of globalization.

The research finds that most of the samples studied tend to give meaning to the ritual
as a natural phenomenon related to the epic creature naga according to the Buddhist religious

belief.

As for the rationalizing for the existence of the naga fireballs ritual, the local group tend
to consider it as ancient tradition and culture while the tourist group tend to rationalize in terms of
tradition, culture, economy and society or all of them combined. In terms of the dividing line
between religious and scientific beliefs, the study finds that the dividing line is present in both the
local group and the tourist group. But this dividing line is very thin and sway back and forth

between religious and scientific beliefs. There are apparent overlapping grounds of both types of



beliefs without extreme positions taken. This shows that the sample groups are not entirely
determined in their decision about the naga fireballs ritual in terms of religious and scientific

beliefs.

All the three sample groups expect that the naga fireballs ritual will survive amidst the
currents of globalization, by using the conservation of local tradition as a major operational

method in sustaining its existence.
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