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Abstract

This research has the following objectives: to study methods, and development in
framing the news about the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT) in Thai Rath
newspaper; to analyze the similarity and difference in the framing of the news about EGAT in
these case studies -- the nam jone dam construction project, the pak mun dam construction
project, the pollution incident from the mae moh power plant in Lampang province, and the
protest against the privatization of EGAT; as well as to study the image of EGAT as presented in
Thai Rath newspaper. The study relies on content analysis as major methodology for data
collection.

The study finds that similar methods were used in framing the news about EGAT
across the four case studies, that is, presentation of conflict between two parties — the actor and
the acted upon. In terms of news framing development, there are also no differences in all case
studies since the stories also develop along the conflict between two parties.

As far as the similarities and differences in the news framing are concerned, two
characteristics can be noted: the framing that positions EGAT in conflict the people was used in
three case studies -- the nam jone dam construction project, the pak mun dam construction
project, the pollution incident from the mae moh power plant. However, for the case study of the
EGAT privatization, EGAT was positioned in conflict with the government. This has made the
privatization case study different from the first three case studies and the image of EGAT is found

to vary with the surrounding situations in each case study.
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