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Abstract

This thesis aims to study problems relating to the elections of Members of the
House of Representatives on the party-list basis, which has been implemented in
Thailand. Even though the first election took place on 6 January 2544, there have been
many problems regarding the implementation of the party-list basis in the election. These
problems include: the determination of electorates, the minimum requirement of being
elected on the party-list basis and detrimental bias to small-sized political parties.

This study is documentary research based on textbooks, magazines, articles,
and research works by a comparative study of election systems in Thailand, Germany and
Japan.

It found as follows:

1) The determination of electorates on a party-list basis in Thailand is different
from Germany, where the federal states are determined as electorates. On the
contrary, Japan divides the country into 11 territorial electorates.

2) The 1:4 ratio between Members of the House of Representatives from a
constituency basis and those on a party-list basis in Thailand is not
proportionate. In contrast, the ratio in Germany and in Japan is 1:1 and 2:3
respectively.

3) The minimum poll for the election of political pa;ties on a party-list basis is

no less than five percent of all voters throughout the country without any



4)

remedial system to political parties which have been elected. But, in Germany,
the seats on a party-list basis are allocated to the political parties which have
carried an election from more than three electorates.

The power in providing the name list of candidates on a party-list basis in
Thailand belongs to the parties’ committee or their party-leaders. This is
different from Germany and Japan, where the name lists are provided by the
electorates.

This thesis suggests that the provisions of the Constitution and laws

concerning the elections should be amended as follows:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

The electorates on a party-list basis in Thailand should be divided into
multiple electorates. But how many electorates there should be needs to be
academically studied accordingly.

The Constitution should be amended so that the numbers of Members of the
House of Representatives on a party-list basis and a constituency basis are
proportionate.

The requirement for political parties allocated seats on a party-list basis
requiring minimum votes consisting of no less than five percent of the polls of
voters should be proportional. Nevertheless, for faimess to small-sized parties,
remedial rules to political parties whose members hold more than three
constituency basis seats should be laid down to allocate the seats on a party-
list basis.

In providing the name lists of candidates on a party-list basis, the members of
the parties or their branches in the electorates on a party-list basis should
participate in selecting the candidates on a party-list basis in such electorates.
For each name-list of all political parties, there should be a minimum
requirement by which each political party is required to nominate the
candidates on a party-list basis, consisting of not less than a quarter of the
Members of the House of Representatives on a party-list basis of political

parties.
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