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ABSTRACT

Under the current Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, people are entitled
to get involved in the maintenance and management of natural resources and
environment.  Although community forests are among those extremely important
natural resources and environment, the Forest Laws related or applicable at the present
time do not allow communities to manage and maintain the forests. Due to the fact that
such laws are merely indirect legal measurements, they are unenforceable and do not
serve the objectives of the community in the management of forests.

This thesis aims to study the principles and other substances of the Community
Forest Laws. The documentary research method was employed by the comparative
study with the Laws of other countries. Besides, this thesis focuses on the conceptual
study in the existing bills relating to community forests. In-depth interviews with
academia and officers particularly knowledgeable of community forests are also
included in this thesis.

This study finds that countries providing effective maintenance and
management of forest resources are mostly those in which the Community Forest Laws
have been enacted to be enforced specifically on the principles that community forests
should be managed by local communities. Such management and maintenance should
not be interfered with by the State.

This thesis proposes measurements and procedures by which the objectives of

community forest management can be achieved. In other words, it is proposed that



Forest Laws should be enacted that are enforceable. These should serve the principles
that the types and locations of community forests should be clearly defined and marked
and the ownership should be defined as public property and should not belong to
particular communities. Additionally, measurements for the enforcement and

punishment should be provided.
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