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ABSTRACT

Crime is a significant social problem because it endangers the security of life and
property. Ideally in a society where there is progress and development, there is no crime.
Consequently, there should be municipal police to uphold (delete the) public order in local
communities. This thesis found that under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand,
B.E. 2540, there are many Sections (Sections 282-290) which are related to the provisions
of local government or local administration. Under Chapter S, Directive Principles of
Fundamental State Policies, Section 75 states that the State shall provide efficient
administration of justice and serve justice to people expediently and equally and organize
an efficient system of public administration and other State affairs to meet people’s
demand. Section 78 states that the State shall decentralize power to the localities for the
purpose of independence and self-determination of local affairs. Under Municipality Act,
B.E. 2496, subject to the Tambon municipal law, authorities are bound to perform their
function within municipal limits as follows: (1) preserve the public order. Under Section
53, subject to the Muang municipal law, authorities are bound to perform their function
within municipal limits as follows: (1) preserve the public order. Under Section 56, subject
to the city municipal law, authorities are bound to perform their function within the
municipal limits as follows: (1) preserve the public order. Furthermore, under the Act on
Plan and Process of Decentralization of Local Administrative Organizations, B.E. 2542
authorities are bound to perform their function within the municipal limits as follows: (30)
preservation of the public order, promotion and support, protection and security of life and

properties. Since former times, there has been the establishment of provincial police, peace



keeping police, metropolitan police, city police and crime suppression police to uphold
public order. In B.E. 2547, the Special Investigation Department was establishment, which
has similar functions to the police; the maintenance of public order, but it has
responsibility for only 22 volumes of law. At the present time, it can be summarized that
the best measure in protecting and suppressing crime is the establishment of the municipal
police, which is a widely accepted guideline in other countries, because municipal police
officers are selected from people in local communities and their behavior is obvious to and
answerable to the local people.

This research found that the reason and necessity of having municipal police are
that they can maintain public order within municipal limits. For instance, they can protect
and suppress crime, arrest offenders under by-laws imposed by the municipality and under
the Clean Preservation Act and Building Control Act.  Thus local people will gain
benefits from this new organization and it can be effective in suppressing crimes, which
keep increasing in severity in the depressed economical situation. As it is a local
administrative organization (e.g. the municipality is bound to maintain public order within
its limits) it is necessary that the municipality provide municipal police to uphold the said
public order within such limits mentioned above. Unfortunately, there is not any law
relating to the establishment of municipal police. This study employs documentary
research, which is based on text books. This thesis focuses on research and comparative
studies with the activities of municipal police in the United States of America, the United
Kingdom, France and Japan. It found that the municipal police can be established and
work with the municipal mayor. The establishment of municipal police can be done by
the Minister of the Interior, who would be acting under Municipality Act (Vol. 2), B.E.
2498 in announcing the Ministerial Regulations regarding the establishment of municipal
police; or laying down the regulations, articles and rules relating to the disciplines and the
uniform of the municipal police. Moreover, under this Act, the municipal policemen, who
uphold public order within the municipal limits, would be entitled to arrest and examine
the offenders under the by-laws and would be entitled to interrogate and impose fines

under the Land Traffic Act, B.E. 2522.
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