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Abstract

This research is the Comparison Study about Process of Investigating News Between
Two Cases of Coverage : The Saudi Arabian Stolen Diamonds And The Death of Hangthong
Thammawattana. It aimed to know the methods and problems in the process of the investigating
news while the investigating news is the most valuable and important for the asset of journalism.
To study this issue would be useful for academics and practitioners in journalism.

By using quality research with information from archive news and interview
journalists and source people, it found that the process of these two cases was similar in terms of
production.

It started with 1) Analyzing the situation to conduct direction of news 2) Finding
news sources 3) Examining sources and information and finally 4) Presenting news

The differences between the news coverage of Saudi Stolen Diamonds and the news
of Hangthong Death were about the kinds of sources that affected to the process of examining
information and presenting news. While most of sources in Saudi Stolen Diamonds news were
needed to be unnamed because of their security, the sources of Hangthong Death were opened but
very conflicting and against each other.

The Saudi Stolen Diamonds case had big impact to the country because it damaged
the relations between Thailand and Saudi Arabia. The relating event about the murder of the wife
and son of the diamond jeweler by the police officers themselves, made this case become more
complicated. Khaosod newspaper made the investigative news that led to arrest one of the most

important police officer in Thailand. Making this news, journalists had to protect the sources



with ethics. It also showed that although during that time (started in 1989), there was no
information technology, journalists could do their jobs well.

For the Hangthong Death event, it took place when there were many tools of
information technology. It could be said that technology made the process of making news
become more convenient. However human resources; the journalists, are still the most important
key of investigating news. While Hangthong Death case had many news sources who competed
to give information, journalists were the part of the process to decide which information could be
reviewed and which cannot because the risk of suing.

To disclose the news affected to people in high position or people who had much
power also make risk to the media in term of security and legal action to stop reporting. This
condition was also the problem that found during the making news process. However the media
and journalists could overcome this problem by standing to report the truth that pass through the

process of considering, examining and reporting smartly and carefully.
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8 Dr Adrian Linacre

e-mail a.m.t linacre(@strath.ac.uk

ADRIAN LINACRE'S RESEARCH

Drug Identification

Drug trafficking is a major problem in which there is considerable investment of time and resources
to determine the routes of importation of controlled substances. DNA can be used as a method to link
two or more drug seizures and establish drug trafficking routes. A test, designed to detect specific
regions of cannabis DNA, has been developed, which can positively identify the presence of cannabis
on swabs taken from hands or other objects. Similar reserch is being conducted to develop tests for
other controlled substances that have a botanical origin,

Grass as Evidential Material

Grass is frequently encountered on clothing. Grass can be used to link two people to a geographical
location, which can support, or refute, an alibi, Specific regions of grass DNA can be used to
determine the presence of a particular grass cultivar. The presence of this grass cultivar can be
checked at the site of the alleged incident. A database of different grass types, based upon simple
sequence repeat polymorphisms within the grass cultivars, is to be established.

DNA and Surface Enhanced Resonance Raman Spectroscopy (SERRS)

In collaboration with other members of the department, the ultra-sensitivity of the SERRS technique
is being linked to DNA analysis. SERRS can detect a range of dves, which can be bound to difference
parts of a nucleotide. The detection of these dyes can then be used to investigate a number of different
DNA problems.
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