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ABSTRACT

Thailand’s National Parks were established with the objectives as specified in
Section 4 of the National Parks Act of B.E. 2504 (1961 A.D.) which were to preserve the area
having interesting natural resources in its natural state for education and recreation of the people.
The national parks therefore are areas of tourist attraction, having unspoiled national resources,
natural beauty suitable for recreation and of educational interests. The national parks are also
the natural habitat of wild animals and rare plants. The types and activities of tourism suitable

for the national parks should be those of Ecotourism.

The management of the National Parks to cater for Ecotourism encounters in
any problems at the present time. The causes of the problems are the laws and regulations
applicable to national parks are not conducive to Ecotourism and the behaviors of the tourists
themselves which do not comply with the principle of Ecotourism. The researcher would like to

point out the problems and the possible solutions as follows:

1. Legal Problem: There are many laws applicable to the national parks, of which

the important ones are the National Parks Act B.E. 2504 (1961 A.D.), the Forests



Act B.E. 2484 (1941 A.D.), the National Reserved Forests Act B.E. 2507 (1964
A.D.) and the Wildlife Preservation and Protection Act B.E. 2535 (1992 A.D.), any
one wrongful act may constitute various offences under various Acts. Moreover,
the objectives of these Acts are to preserve the forest areas and natural
resources in their natural state and not the promotion of tourism. However, the
enforcement of the laws is not effective as there is a lack of personnel, budget
and equipment and there are also conflicts with the local people who have been

living and making their livelihood in these areas before the laws are enacted.

The solution to the problems would be for the government to separate the areas
of the national parks permitted for tourism from other forest areas intended for
conservation, so that each area will be subject to the laws intended to achieve
the objectives of the area, and the local people should be given opportunity to air
their views on the management of the national parks by establishing a committee
for each national park and local people are entitled to have their representatives
in the committee. The penalty imposed for offences under the National Parks Act
B.E. 2504 (1961 A.D.) should be revised upwards and the various provisions of
the said Act should be more flexible to enable the Ministry to issue Ministerial
Regulations quickly to meet any needs that may arise, and all the laws and
regulations applicable to the national parks should be compiled and arranged

systematically to facilitate the publication and enforcement.

Problems from the local people and tourists: These stem from disrespect for
the laws and regulations applicable to the national parks, lack of awareness and
understanding of the need to conserve natural resources causing the national

parks to deteriorate by destroying wildlife and plants.

The solution to the problems would be for the government to inculcate the
awareness of the need to conserve nature and the environment in the people,
starting from young children by making it part of the school education. The

tourists should be given orientation on the need to preserve the resources in the
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national parks before allowing them access to the area. The local people should
be encouraged to take part in the development of the national parks, to set up a
buffer zone for conservation of the forests which could be developed into

community forest later.

3. Problems relating to the management of the national parks: These stem
from the overcrowding of tourists in the national parks, inefficient services
provided to tourists, the collections and disposal of garbage and the inadequacy

of personnel and budget.

The government, in making improvement in the management of the national
parks, should prescribe the capacity of each national park in relation to the
number of tourists, the Ecotourism as the only permissible type of tourism with
respect to national parks, higher fees for access to national parks and co-
ordinate the work on collection and disposal of garbage with local authority in

such a way as not to have any adverse effect on the environment.

The above — mentioned measures will lead to the balance between the
promotion of tourism in the national parks and the preservation of natural resources in the
national parks, and to put Thailand’s national parks on international level as areas of tourist
attraction capable of catering for tourists from any and parts of the world and generating

sustainable income for the country.
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1. Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve Order;

2. National Historic Parks General Regulations;

3. National Historic Parks Order;
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National Historic Parks Wildlife and Domestic Animals Regulations;
National Parks Aircraft Access Regulations;

National Parks Building Regulations;

National Parks Camping Regulations;

National Parks Cemetery Regulations;
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National Parks Cottages Regulations;

10. National Parks Domestic Animals Regulations;

11. National Parks Fire Protection Regulations;

12. National Parks Fishing Regulations;

13. National Parks Garbage Regulations;

14. National Parks General Regulations;

15. National Parks Highway Traffic Regulations;

16. National Parks of Canada Businesses Regulations;

17. National Parks of Canada Lease and License of Occupation Regulations;

18. National Parks of Canada Water and Sewer Regulations;
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Regulations;

21. National Parks Wilderness Area Declaration Regulations;

22. National Parks Wildlife Regulations;

23. Order Fixing the Boundaries of the Town of Banff in Banff National Park and Adding a
Description of the Boundaries as Schedule 1V to the Act;

24. Town of Jasper Streetworks Taxes Regulations;

25. Town of Jasper Zoning Regulations;

26. Wood Buffalo National Park Game Regulations.
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LLazdmmﬁuaaaaﬁuﬂm (Law for Promotional of Tourism and
Specific Regional Industries through Events, Law No. 88 of Traditional
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18, 1952)
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Interpreter Business Law, Law No. 210 of June 15, 1949)
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Improvement of International Tourist Hotel Facilities, Law No. 279 of
December 24, 1949)

o npminpidienIueningin  Aiuivdmasaiiuszadnda
ﬁﬂﬁadtﬁﬂl (Law for Mortgage on Tourist Facilities Property, Law No.
91 of June 3, 1968)

° ﬂg‘ﬂmmf%ﬁf;m”liﬂ‘szﬂauqiﬁﬁliimimwu@:ﬂu (Ryokan Business
Law, Law No. 1 of 1948)

¢ ngnuneuaneIn (Natural Parks Law, Law No. 1 of June 1, 1957)
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