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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the role of folk songs for life by Mike
Piromporn in 3 components: 1) to study the communication of culture and way of life of the
workers in Bangkok, 2) to study the effects of Mike Piromporn’s folk songs on the culture of the
workers in Bangkok, and 3) to study how Mike Piromporn’s folk songs affect the workers' way of
life.

The study is qualitative research regarding four of Mike Piromporn’s folk songs as
follow : Lakorn Cheewit (Drama Life), Yachai Khonjon (The Poor’s Beloved), NueyMai
KhonDee (Beloved, are you Tired?), and Nuksue Mor Sam (High School Champion) . The in-
depth interview has been used with twenty samplings of workers in Bangkok. The descriptive
method was applied to present the qualitative data.

The results of the study are as follows: 1)To study the communication of culture and
way of life of the workers in Bangkok. It is found that the songs have captured the emotional
experience of the unskilled worker. The workers believe that perseverance will lead to success.
Features of the music reflect the lifestyle of rural people struggling to escape poverty by working
in Bangkok. But because of their educational disadvantages the only available occupations are
jobs such as construction, waiters, taxi drivers which are all low-wage. But these workers have

gained patience and encouragement from family to lessen the stress. The choruses of Mike



Piromporn's songs can convey sympathy for the way of life of the workers as well. They also
believe that Mike's choruses are representative of people with the same status, understanding, and
compassion for workers alike. All four tracks have different content and are similar in some
aspects. 1) The song “Lakorn Cheewit” (Drama Life). The song reflects the life of poorly
educated workers in the big city who have worked hard for less pay and have been cheated.
When unsuccessful, they decided to return home--according to the belief that the poor will be
blessed with a family that loves them. 2) The song “Yajai Khonjon” (The Poor’s Beloved). Songs
of Love recognizes the truth and sings of knowing yourself. The lyrics reflect the well-being of
young workers who fight poverty. 3) The song “NueyMai KhonDee” (Beloved, are you Tired?)
The song reflects the life of a married couple. It tells a love story of a young couple who are
encouraging each other and are trying to build for the future of the family. 4) The song “Nuksue
Mor Sarm” (High School Champion). The song reflects the power of love and how it is the
driving force for development, giving rise to parity with the lover. The young man in the song,
despite his low qualification of "M. 3", can still achieve success at a high level. 2)To study
interpretation of the culture of the workers in Bangkok and the affect on Mike Piromporn’s folk
songs. It is found that Mike Piromporn’s songs offer encouragement, entertainment and relaxation
for the workers. The songs also communicate the forms of life and careers. The lyrics tell the
story of how the poor live in rural areas where there is migration to the big city. However, due to
low education the need to work harder, many remain downtrodden. Some with encouragement
from family and loved ones endure to achieve success. Some fail and return home. 3)To study
how Mike Piromporn’s folk songs apply to the workers' way of life. It is found that listening to
music inspired the ability to overcome powerful obstacles and have an encouraging affect. Most
workers like Mike Piromporn’s music because the songs were written from real life. The lyrics
are composed with love, patience, and sacrifice. This is the cultural capital of the children of

farmers who came to fight for their lives in the city. Moreover, the sense of duty to the family



also was the impetus for young workers willing to endure the struggle for a better life and to settle

liabilities of the family.
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