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Thesis Title Inquest held to discover the cause of death in criminal case,

especially where such inquest is required

Name Pol. Capt. Ramphoei Namchawi
Thesis Advisor Associate Professor Dr. Surasak Likkhasitwatthanakun
Department: . Law
Academic year 2002
Abstract

Where a death occurred while an official was performing his duty or while the decedent was
being detained and the official who caused such death claimed that he acted in the course of his duty,

the Court shall issue and order for an inquest to be conducted to establish the true cause of death.

The aim of this research is to study the procedures for inquests in criminal cases where such
inquests are required to find out the true causes of deaths. Case studies are made by comparison of the

procedures adopted in Thailand, UK, USA and Japan. Various documents are analyzed.

The author studied various law textboods, research work, the Supreme Court verdicts.

The studies show that the autopsies and inquests have the following problems:

1. There are not enough doctors qualified in forensic medicine to perform autopsies. There
is no law controlling doctors in private hospitals.

2. Decedent’s relatives are not allowed to attend the autopsy, especially the dissection of
the body.

3. At the hearing, Public Prosecutor is still acting as a government official.

4. Inquests are subject to certain limitations. Inquests are called for only when deaths are
caused by officials who claimed that they acted in the course of their duty. They do not cover other

types of unnatural deaths.




n

5. Thailand lacks the proper standards and procedures for autopsies and inquests. This

means the results of the autopsies and inquests may not be reliable enough.

The studies show the autopsies and inquests as followed

In UK, Coroner System is used. A Coroner conducts an inquest to find out the cause of
deaths in the event of unnatural deaths or where an inquest is required by law. He can work
mdependently, because he is appointed by the Local Council. The puvlic are also allowed to take part in

the inquest to ensure transparency.

In USA and Japan, Medical Examiner System is used. A Medical Examiner is fully
authorized to perform an autopsy and dissection of dead body, gather all the evidence related to death

and examine witnesses.

Possible solutions:

1. Produce more forensic medicine practitioners. Use forensic medicine practitioners who
work for independent bodies.

2. Allow decedent’s relatives to attend the autopsy, especially the dissection of dead body.

3. Make autopsy report the public document.

4. Set proper standard and procedures for autopsies.
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