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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the research on “The Factors Relating to the Need for Self-
Improvement of the Royal Thai Air Force Officers : A Study of the Officers of Directorate of
Medical Service, Air force. Air Support Command” are as follows: 1) to study the need for self-
improvement of officers of the Directorate of Medical Service, Air Support command., 2) to
study the relation between personal factors and the need for self — improvement of the officers.,
3) to study the relation between the organizational environment and the need for self-
improvement of the officers. The research is conducted by 320 samplings from 10 units of the
Directorate of Medical Service, Air Support Command, totalling 1,535 officers. The study ranges
from non-commissioned officers, with Flight Sergeant-First Class ranking downward, to
commissioned officers with Pilot Officer ranking upward.

The questionnaire deals with the factors relating to the need for self — improvement

-namely :

1. Personal factors comprising sex, age, marital status, educational background,
period of serving the Royal Thai Air Force, current official rank and position, office the one
working at as well as monthly salary.

2. Environmental factors comprising work structure, reward, center decision —
making, focus on success, emphasis on training, stability development and risk. conflict in the
organization, difficulty in work, status and morale, rccognition and feedback of work. flexibility

and capability of the organization.




3. Factors of the need for self-improvement comprising learning in responsibility,
applying experience in work, following up news and information, participating in decision —
making, adopting new techniques and methods as well as searching for new knowledge.

Most of officers answering to the questionnaires are 31 - 40 years old, and get
married. They got a bachelor’s degree and have served 6 — 10 years in the Royal Thai Air Force.
Their current official ranks vary from Pilot officer to squadron leaders with permanent positions.

The personal factors concerning age, period of serving in the Royal Thai Air Force,
current official rank and position, office the one working at and monthly salary are related to the
need for self — improvement of the commissioned officers and the non-commissioned officers
whereas the personal ones regarding sex, marital status and educational background are not
relevant to the said need of the commissioned and non-commissioned officers.

In addition, the environmental factors as stated above are considered to be in relation

to the need of both officers in this study.
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