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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the imitation and expressive behaviors of youths after having
been exposed to television drama that portrayed sexually deviant behavior of male
homosexuality. Using qualitative approaches, the study examines imitation mechanisms from
models found in the mass media. Data collection was done through in-depth interviews with
selected samples of 30 male youths residing in the Bangkok Metropolitan Area between the age
of 15-22 who exhibit a certain level of sexually deviant behavior of male homosexuality. These
samples do not reveal their sexual orientation to the general public but only do so within limited
circles of family and close friends. The interviews were carried out after these male youths had
viewed a selected number of television drama that carried explicit content about sexually deviant
behavior of male homosexuality. Eight drama series were selected for the study and the samples

were required to view at least five of the selected series.

The study finds that 77 per cent of the studied samples are satisfied to imitate male
characters from the selected drama series while 60 per cent said they were ready to expose their
sexual orientation to the public after viewing the selected series. Furthermore, the study finds that
imitative behaviors following the models in the mass media actually took place in the samples. In
other words, the mass media really have the imitative effect on the studied youths. The
characteristic of imitation by these sexually deviant youth was found to be close to their own
identification/identity. By applying

n



Bandura’s perspective to the portrayal of male homosexuality in the selected television drama, the
mass media are found to perform their function in terms of observative learning and disinhibitory

effect.

As for the effects of television series on the expressive behaviors of youths, the
studied samples really exhibited imitative behaviors of male homosexuality after having viewed
the selected drama series. The imitative behaviors are expressed in their dressing, colors of their
outfit, hairstyles, and make-ups. Some decided to transform their physical appearance to make
themselves distinct. In terms of expression, the samples imitated the homosexual characters in
the watched drama series in the following manner — acting femininely, undergoing a sex change,
and deciding to use implants in their bodies. In addition, the social gathering of the sampled
youths was found to be inspired from the need to discuss about homosexual-related matters or to
release the pressure from being homosexuals. With respect to the portrayal of feminine roles or
the role of a cheerleader, the study finds these to have effects on a small number of the studied

samples.
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