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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this thesis were:
1. To study the process of converting folk media into cultural products utilized
by people of Ban Prasat for the promotion of ecotourism in the form of homestay;

2. To study types and ways of utilizing folk media for the promotion of

ecotourism in the form of homestay; and

3. To study the utlization of folk media as the cultural capital for the promotion

of Ban Prasat’s economic development.

The data used in this study were collected using semi-structured interview and
participant observation. The samples were the Ecotourism (Homestay) Circle Committee,
the villagers who had been the hosts and hostesses, as well as the owners of the houses
using for the homestay, the representatives of occupational groups, the tourists, and the

Tourism Authority of Thailand’s officers.

The findings indicated that ecotourism or homestay was one of the several
traveling choices in Thailand available for tourists. The ecotourism or homestay project
had not only provided Thailand with goods and services for both domestic and foreign
tourists but also given the villagers with a chance to use their knowledge and ability for
managing local tourism within their own responsibilities. Ecotourism or homestay would
be one of the answers to tourists who were seeking the knowledge and experience of
cultural excursion via local living, where ones can enjoy cultural and traditional

exchanges.



b ]

Ban Prasat's ecotourism or homestay had distingnishéd point's’of sales
presentation, i.e., local cultures and traditions, blending with the generosity i'sposition
from the villagers. The process of transforming certain folk media into the cultural capital
for the promotion of tourism through cultural activities were developed through serveral
meetings and plannings among villagers with the supervision and support from the

Tourism Authority of Thailand.

The findings of this study indicated that in order to promote ecotourism, the
following five means of folk media as stated by Somkuan Kaviya (1992) were applied by
peopie of Ban Prasat ; the audio means; i.e., the folk song and the folklore concerning the
legend of villages and streams of Ban Prasat ; the visual means; i.e., Ban Prasat
archaeological sites and museum, housing features, and folk handicrafts ; the audio-visual
means; i.e., students performance, folk dance, rites of welcoming ones with a set of
cooked rice topped with a boiled egg used as offering to bring them back the guardian
spirits ; the flavorful and odorous means; i.e., any of folk meals such as savory made of
sliced green papaya mixed with condiments called “somtam”, the dishes of fried rice
noodies, and the home-grown flowers for making leis given to tourists and for decorating
trays ; and the drilling means; as giving the tourists an opportunity of a hand-on

experience with handicraft work, such as, weaving of mats and fabrics .

The means of converting folk media into cultural products were under
the resolution issued by the Ecotourism (Homestay) Circle Committee of Ban Prasat Circle.

Those means were as following :

1. The conversion of folk media into cultural products had been made by
providing tourists with accommodation and sightseeing that should consisted of the
following distinctiveness: the service prices should be cheaper than that of either hotel or
resort; tourists should be given a warm welcome by each of the hosts and hostesses ;
tourists should be given the opportunity to participate in cultural activities including the

learning of culture, traditions and lifestyles, and to have {ocal meals.

2. The conversion of folk media into cultural products had been made by

giving tourists the welcoming activities that the following folk media were utilized such as




|

giving leis of fresh flowers, performing rites of welcoming tourists with a set of cooked rice
topped with a boiled egg used as offering to bring them back their guardian spirits,
showing of Thai orchestra by student performers and also conducting visit to

archaeological sites, occupational group setting, and the village scenery.

3. The conversion of folk media into cultural products had been made by
means of rendering the natural product, utensils, and machines as the cultural products;
for example, the products made of sedge and cyperus culms, sugar palm stalks and
coconut shells, hand woven fabrics, Thai musical instruments and hunting apparatus. The
cultural products were sold as souvenir to tourists, who can also have a hand-on

experience try or practise with the products

The folk media and the management of ecotourism enhanced the initiation of
better economic status for the community. Not only the villagers who had been the
members of the ecotourism circle but also the members of various occupational groups
had earned more income by way of conducting activities for tourists such as visiting
occupational groups. Furthermore, the visit to the occupational groups provided an
opportunity for tourists to buy the products with the realization that these products were
authentically made. As a result of the transaction, the distribution of income among

villagers are widespread.

The findings also indicated that the means of converting folk media into cultural
capital through ecotourism (homestay) could make the folk media to be more useful. The
conversion of folk media into cultural products could make the folk media become more
valuable as well as creating the uniqueness in tourism of Ban Prasat. In the end not only
jobs and income are available for villagers but the development of better economic status

for the community as well.
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