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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at studying the effects of newspapers’ dining guides
towards the public’s decision in choosing eateries. It explores the popularity and
presentation of dining guides in-each local daily towards the decision of Bangkokians
in 50 districts. The sample groups are 400 Bangkokians who eat out and read, from
time to time, dining guides in 5 local newspapers, namely Thai Rat, Daily News, Pu
Jad Karn, Krung Thep Turakij, and Thai Post. Tools used in gathering data is
questionnaires, 312 of which are completely filled out. Data is analyzed by means of
statistical calculations including frequency, percentage, priority means, and chi

square tests.

The results can be summarized as follows:

1. Most Bangkokians dined out every week, half of them with friends,
acquaintances, followed by with family and by themselves respectively.

2. The reasons for dining out are in the following order: for recreation,
socialization with friends, weekend activity with family, trying out restaurants
recommended dining out columns (The most popular newspaper among
respondents are Thai Rat, Daily News, Krung Thep Turakij, Pu Jad Karn, and Thai

Post respectively.)



3. Most respondents favored “Tiaw Pai Kin Pai” columns in Thai Rat
Sunday’s edition, followed by “Daily News Chuan Chim” in Daily News Saturday’s
edition, with the third most popular being “Krung Thep Turakij's “Chim Pai Chom Pai.”
Trailing behind are “Menu Pu Jad Karn” in Pu Jad Karn Friday’s edition, and “Im Aroi
Kab Im Jit” in Thai Post Sunday’s edition.

4. The reasons for reading eating quides in a particular newspaper
depends largely on the daily’s credibility, followed by layout. Images, colors, and the
day it is published being right.

5. 62.5 percent of the respondents also enjoyed reading travel guides,
while only 37.5 percent read eating guides only.

6. After reading and trying out the recommended restaurant, the majority
Of them would re-visit the place for quite some time, followed by respondents who
said they were interested but didn’t have a chance to go; those who went right away;
and those who were not interested at all.

7. The most influential dining guides are Tiaw Pai Kin Pai columns in Thai
Rat Sunday’s edition, followed by “Daily News Chuan Chim” in Daily News
Saturday’s edition, with the third most popular being “Krung Thep Turakij’s “Chim Pai
Chom Pai.” Trailing behind are “Menu Pu Jad Karn” in Pu jad Karn Friday’s edition,
and “Im Aroi kab Im Jit” in Thai Post Sunday’s edition.

8. Influential factors on eating-out habit range from satisfaction of food
novelty, followed by the fact that the column was in their preferred publication, that
the author is a popular figure, to the pleasing style of the column.

9. The reason why respondents didn’t go to the recommended eatery
was due to the lack of time, followed by high prices, the conviction that it was simply
an advertisement, as well as the mistrust in the author.

10. Dining guides in daily newspapers have encouraged Bangkokians to

dine out at the recommended eatery.



11. Dining columns with travel information are more popular than
thosesolely focusing on dining.
12. Dining guides in newspaper focusing on distribution number have more

influence on the public’s decision than those appearing in quality- based newspaper.
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