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ABSTRACT

This research finds that there are both similarities and differences in the way
national and local newspapers present news stories, factors influencing the ways in
which local and national newspapers in Chiangmai present news stories conceming
economic remedial measures taken by the Leekpai administration and specifically
concemed with measures taken by the Leekpai administration to solve Thailand's
economic problems during the period between November 1997 and December 1998.
The content of four daily newspapers, two local and two national, were analysed,
followed by interviews conducted with local newspapers executives, politicians,

businessmen and civil servants.

The research finds that the content presentation by the national and local
( Chiangmai ) newspapers revealed that there were both similarities and differences are
as follows:

1. News Form - Both national and local newspapers cover events most
frequently in the form of a news stories, with the exception of Thai News which presents
events in the form of an Opinion Column most frequently. Thai Rath, Chiangmai News
and Thai News have more opinion columns than articles. However, Matichon have less
opinion columns than articles. The editor's column takes up the least amount of space in

both national and focal newspapers.



2. Sources - In terms of news sources, both national and local newspapers
refer to government officials, civil servants and government offices as their primary
sources of information. However, official govermment press releases were secondary for
national newspapers, while local newspapers cited sources from banks, businesses and
private organizations as secondary.

3. Bias - During the first half of this research, national newspapers were the
most neutral while local newspapers presented news neutrally or positively. However,
during the latter half of the research, both national and local newspapers switched
polarity and presented news either neutrally or negatively.

4. Photographs — In terms of graphics used, both nationat and local
newspapers use photographs of people involved with the stories most often, followed by
photographs of the actual event, followed by hand-drawn caricatures. Local
newspapers use more illustrative photographs than national newspapers.

5. Opinion Column — During the first half of this research, national
newspapers were the most neutral in this aspect, while local newspapers were neutral or
positive. However, during the latter half of the research, national newspapers were the

most negative while local newspapers were neutral or negative.

In conclusion, factors influencing the ways in which local and national
newspapers in Chiangmai present news stories conceming economic remedial
measures taken by the Leekpai administration are as follows:

1. Type of newspaper

1.1. Broadsheet and tabloid
1.2. National and local
2. Organisational goals
2.1. Newspaper's Policy
2.2. Editor's decision to cover event (Gatekeeper)
3. Relationship between newspaper and govemment (Honeymoon Period)

4. Political and social (Tarrin) influence on the newspaper




5. Geographical relevancy between the newspaper and the event being
covered
6. Spatial limitation on the newspaper pages

7. Human and technical resources
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nReuwisu saniuasinAuAIANIdeuitgRirelaass ( Holst)'
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80+80
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> AANIT oI RaNNWLATU = 269 = 0.83
83+83
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AU ITEHULTEIUUIADNNNUATUININL 0.82 AINAIN l‘nﬂﬂiﬂﬂ

> AAudeiureamiagenuwideelustiod = 2214 =078
16+16

. g 4 o~ . - e ;
Arudeuresmldenuidasluitadiviniu 0.78 3eiianudanals

> Anudeiusaanic@enuningtind= 24 =08

5+5

" Wimmer, Roger D. and Joseph R. Dominick. Mass Media Research an Introduction. 3 rd
ed. Belmont ( CA): Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1994, P.179.
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