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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research on “The Development of Television News
Presentation of the MCOT Television Station (Channel 3) 1986-1999" is to study the
factors affecting the change in news program presentation of the MCOT Television Station
(Channel 3), including the background and development of news program presentation of
this station during 1986-1999. The research methods include data assessment from
documents, in-depth interview and empirical observation.

The findings of the research are as follows. The news presentation of TV
Channel 3 during 1986-1997 underwent no significant changes, due to 3 main factors :
1) Channel 3 is a business-oriented TV station, 2) the regulations and constraints imposed
by the government and politicians and 3) the reshuffie of executives in the news
department.

Being a business-oriented station, the goal of Channel 3 is to make profit.
Therefore, its main concern is profitable programs such as entertainment. The government
and politicians put considerable pressure on news presentation. Since the news program
encounters obstacle and, by its nature, makes little profit, the station’s executives are less
concerned with this type of program. Furthermore, the frequent reshuffie of executives in
the news department makes it difficult to develop and create something new and
interesting. The lack of continuity in administration badly affects the development of news
presentation.



The new policy in TV station administration that aims at profit-making causes
the executives to maximize profit from the news program. During 1998-1998 the news
presentation underwent a significant change in that it is combined with entertainment. With
this component, the news program now tums to be semi-news/entertainment. The causes
of such change are economic and political factors. The economic factor forces Channel 3
to complete with other channels by introducing a different selling point. Besides, a great
attention is paid to rival stations and target audience. Since the station is in urgent need to
make the news program profitable, it is necessary to adjust the news presentation is such
a way that appeals to the audience. Moreover, the impact of political factor forces Channel
3 to avoid presentation of political news by increasing its interest in other types of news.
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