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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the issue of direct political participation in case of people’
initiative process which was provided in the Constitution of Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 and
the Constitution of Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550. In addition, the Initiative Process Act B.E.
2556, as the primary body of law regulating the right of people to propose the law, together with
the constitutional provisions and the Rules of Procedure of the House of Representatives are the
relevant legislations pertaining to prescribe the process of how a bill proposed by people will be
considered. The authour has studied and analyzed the problems of the implementation of laws on
people’ initiative process and the problems of legislative procedures, which are the main obstacles
to the role of people in direct political participation to propose and enact the legislation. The study
of this thesis is conducted by studying the people’ initiative process and the legislative procedures
in other countries, such as Germany and the United States of America, and by comparing with
the initiative process of eligible voters in accordance with laws and legislative procedures in
Thailand. The analysis of the concepts and principles on direct political participation is required
to seek an approach to resolving the problems and obstacles so that Thai people can pursue their
wills with a more efficient mechanism of the initiative process prescribed by law.

The study has founded that the problems of people’ initiative process of submitting
a petition to propose the law have arisen as a consequence of the ineffective implementation
of relevant and existing laws to the extent that the implementation of the existing laws
inadequately supports the people to exercise their rights, including the problems of the executive
and legislative procedures which make the bill proposed by people inappropriately being

considered. An example can be found in the event that of the Prime Minister does not consider



and ratify a monetary bill proposed by people, therefore such monetary bill will not be able to
pass to the National Assembly, or in the event of during the people’ initiative process, if the
Cabinet proposes the same title of the bill to the National Assembly, the bill proposed by people
cannot pass to the National Assembly for consideration within the statutory timeframe. Moreover,
in the event that the House of Representatives rejects the bill proposed by people in the
preliminary session, the representative of people is unable to participate in legislative procedure,
as a member of the standing committee, and the bill proposed by people thus cannot finally be
enacted to become the legislation.

According to the study of this thesis, the authour has suggested that the Initiative
Process Act B.E. 2556 should be amended, the provisions of the legislative process of the bill
proposed by people should be prescribed in the Constitution, and the Rules of Procedure of the
House of Representatives should also be amended to include the provisions to support the direct
political participation by people’ initiative process, which enable the eligible voters successfully

propose the amendment or the enactment of the legislation.
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