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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, Thailand faces the problem of crimes committed by transnational
organised crime (TOC) groups which is greatly affecting national peace and national security.
However, the current law in Thailand does not allow for the efficient punishment of those who
conspire with TOC groups. Moreover, Thailand has signed the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organised crime (UNTOC) which was founded as a group in 2000. As a
result, Thailand released the Prevention and Suppression in Joining the Transnational Organised
Crime Act in bhuddist year 2556 in order to implement the convention as one of its members.
When the act was promulgated, it affected the scope of the use of wiretaps. In pracice, the scope
of the use of wiretapping instruments cannot be defined precisely as the use of these instruments
is employed secretly. Because of this it is difficult to control and measure the human rights
violations committed by government officers.

In the past, Thailand used wiretapping as an investigative technique in a variety of
different ways. In some cases, depending the way in which wiretapping was implemented, legal
issues have followed. Each governmental department has different responsibilities, and so is
concerned with different issues. This means that the procedure employed is different for each
governmental department. There is no standard procedure. The lack of a standard procedure for
everyone to follow leads to problems such as misuse of power and a lack of trust from other
related organisations. This can also affect the reliability and usability of evidence collected by this
means of investigation. Evidence collected by this method may not be able to be used to prove the

guilt or innocence of individuals. Thailand has never had laws about electronic surveillance.



Therefore, permission to employ the use of wiretaps and electronic surveillance should be
considered carefully by an independent, neutral organisation that specialises in this area, and on a
case-by-case basis.

This organisation must be able to screen, investigate facts, assess the situation, plan
investigations and guide investigative measures before permitting the implementation of wiretaps.
This organisation should also be responsible for defining the scope of electronic surveillance
techniques permitted in public and in private as well as in vehicles. This definition should also be
enshrined in law. This will guarantee the protection of the human rights of the population as well

as ensuring they are not violated by illegitimate power and unlawful techniques.
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